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Introduction

Next year the Howard League
celebrates its 150™
anniversary, and | am now in
the process of organising one
of its big events 1 Justice and
Penal Reform: Reshaping the
Penal Landscape. This is a 3-
day international conference,
16- 18 March 2016 at Keeble College,
Oxford. See the call for papers on page 37
and please put the date in your diary and tell
your colleagues.

Turning now to the general election in
just a few weeks, criminal justice does not
seem to be high on the public (7" on one
list) or media manifestations of the political
agendas. This is no bad thing as popular
political discourse always seems to gravitate
towards who is the harshest in their policies
to deal with crime and the penal system. It is
inevitable, and desirable, for the political
parties to consider their priorities for the
criminal justice system, but I am happy that

Ci ¢rime is mogtaking a prominers wle.c That|
L o n dgaid, what are wourcrfiminalqustice priorities

for the next government?: please email
them to research@howardleague.org so
they can feed into the work of What is
Justice? or the Justice and Penal Reform
conference agenda.

Anita Dockley, Research Director



http://www.howardleague.org/justice-and-penal-reform/
http://www.howardleague.org/justice-and-penal-reform/
http://www.howardleague.org/justice-and-penal-reform/
mailto:research@howardleague.org
http://www.howardleague.org/what-is-justice-background/
http://www.howardleague.org/what-is-justice-background/

I the Howard League for Penal Reform

News

Imprisoning children may lead to sexual
offences in adulthood

For the past two
years the Howard
League for Penal
Reform has led the
first-ever
independent review
of sex behind bars.
The Commission on
Sex in Prisons
includes eminent
academics, former
prison governors and
health experts.
Following a two year inquiry recent findings
suggest that it is difficult for children in
custody to develop a healthy sexual identity,
with punishment for normal sexual
experimentation or behaviour leading to
feelings of shame, which in turn may
increase the likelihood of sexual offending.
Recommendations suggested that on the
rare occasions when a child needs to be
incarcerated, they should only be held in
small units with highly-trained and well-
managed staff, where education, therapeutic
and behavioural provision can be tailored to
their individual needs. Frances Crook,

Chief Executive of the Howard League for
Penal Ref orm
one clear lesson i no child should be in
a prison. o

Commission on Sex in Prison

K}

Revealed: £56m wasted on getting rid of
prison staff

The Howard League recently gained access
to a document that revealed more than £56
million of public money was wasted on staff
severance payments in the prison system in
2014. The prison servi
nearly 10 times the previous year, as
staffing levels were slashed across England
and Wales. Notably the redundancies came
in a year which saw a number of damning
prison inspection reports, and the total
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prison population rose by 483. The Ministry
of Justice have since spent millions trying to
recruit new officers to fill the void in staff
numbers left by myopic government
decision making.

One Idea for Change blog launched

As part of our What is Justice? symposium,
we asked supporters
one thing about the criminal justice system,
what woul d 1 tLothbdfgremin d
ideas came in, and this week we launched a
blog to share them and encourage others to
submit their idea. The first idea is up already
and the next one will be posted on Monday
T take a look!

UK6s Compliance with
on the Rights of the Child

The Howard League has written a letter to
the Joint Committee on Human Rights to
assist with its revi
with the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC). In reference
to children in prisons, the letter outlines a
number of concerns regarding the lack of
compliance with the Convention. While the
number of children in prison has reduced
significantly, those who are incarcerated are
now held for longer. The Howard League
h rave concern over the number of
ncﬁfl&%&w 'Who have takBrthe¥ own lives in
prison, as well as the inappropriate use of
solitary confinement and use of force; and,
following large cuts to legal aid in December
2013, children in prison are no longer
eligible for legal aid to help with most of the
issues affecting them in prison.

Oakwood: Years of failure will have
create tlhousands of victims of crime
WReh i spect8r§\}f'§ﬁed t'henG4sthn
Oakwood Prison in June 2013, they found
high levels of violence and self-harm, with
prisoners even
drugs here

February Her
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https://oneideaforchange.wordpress.com/
https://oneideaforchange.wordpress.com/
https://oneideaforchange.wordpress.com/
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Prisons published a follow up report, based
on an announced inspection conducted last
December, and concluded that the prison
was stildl Afnot
prisoners safe and providing purposeful
activity. A few of the serious concerns
included: self-harm remaining a serious
problem, bullying and issues relating to
drugs were rife, and as much as twenty per
cent of the population were locked up during
the working day.

Si James MP call for

an S

solutions to Wel sh probileanﬁso |

campaign to divert women and girls
from crime

Frances Crook (Howard League), Sian James MP for

Swansea East, RosaMarne,| si s Womenos
Photo: Prison Watch UK, http://prisonwatchuk.com/

On Tuesday 17 March Sian James launched
a campaign calling for
We |l s h p riodwhaemewdapproach to
working with Welsh women and girls caught
up in crime. Sian James, who has
represented the Swansea East constituency
in Parliament since 2005, will be supported
on the campaign by the Howard League for
Penal Reform after she steps down as an
MP in May. At the campaign launch Sian
James unveiled a 10-point manifesto urging
Wales to build on developments in Welsh
devolution and embrace a distinctive
approach for women in trouble with the law.
The manifesto includes a call for women to
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be diverted from crime, with police working

to resolve issues quickly, locally and

cheaply. Sian James, a former Director of
Kiekpi agi d
stop criminalising women who are victims

t hemsel ves. Arguing
past, Wales can have
called for the creation of women centres and
the provision of more specialist support in
the community for women at risk of
offending.

t heé
a |

u@c\é/ses:l\sgcrﬂjre college plans shelved
s® t'o" build the |

Western Europe have been shelved. The
government wanted to build a 320-place
06secure col | egeidwithean
view to constructing more at other locations
across the country, but the Justice Secretary
failed to get approval for the project before
Parliament was dissolved for the general
election. This is a huge boost in our ongoing
drive to reduce the number of children in the
criminal justice system.

arge

Lei

Public Accounts Committee - justice and
home office inspectorates

On 30 March 2015 the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) published a report on
inspection of home affairs and justice
activity. The PAC said that current
arrangements do not
guard against potential threats to, genuine

i ndependenced6 critici
raspansibie for the @reas inspeciedhad o r
control over appointments. Regarding the
appointment of Paul McDowell, the Chief
Inspector of Probation who resigned in
Februaryaf t er it was reveal
had won the largest number of contracts to

run probation services, the Committee found

that the Ministry of Justicehad 6 mi shand
anentirelyfore seeabl e confl i ct
The PAC called on the Cabinet Office to

review whether inspectorates would be

better served by independent appointment

and sponsorship, and some direct reporting

to Parliament. Download the full report here.

6ade

Sir


http://www.nelsontrust.com/community-based-services/isis/
http://prisonwatchuk.com/
http://t.ymlp288.net/ueybsavauywwsafaubuazaessyb/click.php
http://t.ymlp288.net/ueybsavauywwsafaubuazaessyb/click.php
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmpubacc/975/97502.htm
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Perrie Lecture 2015: Older Prisoners 1 Dockley, alongside Professors lan Loader

Student Essay Competition (University of Oxford), Barry Goldson

The Annual Perrie Lecture is being held on (University of Liverpool) and Stephen Farrall
Friday 12 June 2015 at Prison Service (University of Sheffield). Current confirmed
College, Newbold Revel, Warwickshire. participants include Professor Alison

Students are invited to submit an essay, no Liebling (University of Cambridge),

longer than 2000 words, addressing the Professor Michael P. Jacobson (The

foll owing question: A Whlastitute far State amd LocalGbvernaace)a b o u t
the experiences of older prisoners? What Dr Todd Clear (Rutgers School of Criminal

could be done to better address their Justice) and Professor Tom Vander Beken

needs?0 The winning ent/(GhentWniversity)r ecei ve a
free place at this yearb6s Perrie Lecture and

the essay will be published in the Howard Ministry of Justice Bans Frances Crook
Leagueds Early Career AffoRyisingPrisons
Bulletin.Entries should be made by Monday On Friday 20 March, the Howard League

email banning her from visiting two private
prisons, not by G4S who had invited her but
by the Ministry of Justice. The move was
seen as an attempt to block access because
the Howard League is a vocal opponent of
prison privatisation. In response to the
retraction of the invitation Julian Huppert MP
tabled an Early Day Motion in the House of
Commons urging the government to
facilitate independent scrutiny of prisons.
The cause was also taken up by Lord
Ramsbotham who on 26 March asked a
guestion regarding the withdrawal of the
invitation in the House of Lords.

see our website.

Justice and Penal Reform: Re-shaping
the penal landscape

The Howard League for Penal Reform will The John Sunley Prize 17 Closing Date

be holding an international three day Extension: 5 May 2015

conference from 16- 18 March 2016 at - Applications for the 2015 John Sunley Prize
Keble College, Oxford. The conference is a for outstanding Masters research

maj or event 1n 1 h'e Ho wadisdertdtidh&alebfef &nd the closing date
calendar to mark its 150™ anniversary and is has been extended to 5 Mav 2015. This

a major contribution t 0gxbRin dilRtyRd fatt tHatqr@ Swhrdl Rif
symposium, What is Justice? Re-imagining now be presented in November 2015, rather
penal policy. This project is charged with than October 2015, at the Howard League
generating the climate and the intellectual AGM. There will be three recipients of the
debate that can act as the springboard to prize, each of whom will receive £1,000 and
contest the conventional role of the penal have their dissertation published by the
system and ultimately promote a new, Howard League. Dissertations should offer
achievable paradigm that will deliver a genuine new insights into the penal system
reduced role for the penal system while and further the cause of penal reform. For
maintaining public confidence, fewer victims further information please see our website.

of crime and safer communities. This work
is being led by our research director, Anita
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Youth justice policy in Wales: Children first, offenders second

Kevin Haines and Stephen Case, Swansea University

This article sets out current thinking on
youth justice strategy in Wales. The United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland is a complex legislative and
constitutional entity. Such is the complexity
of our structures of governance that it is
quite difficult to make wholly accurate
statements concerning the polity of the
United Kingdom. Indeed, one could say that
the United Kingdom is, at the same time,
both one country and four countries 1
although this is not quite accurate. Social
and political life in the UK and its four
constitutive entities is a complex mix of
jurisdictional authorities and responsibilities.
Whilst some matters are dealt with at a UK
level, others are dealt with at national level.
The complexity of who governs who and in
respect of what has, of course, deepened
with the processes of devolution and the
establishment, at the end of the 1990s, of a
national Parliament in Scotland and National
Assemblies in Wales and Northern Ireland.

The jurisdictional differences in legal
systems in the various parts of the UK have
meant that both traditionally and in the
present, both Scotland and Northern Ireland
have had their own separate and distinct
juvenile justice systems. Wales, on the other
hand, shares the same juvenile justice
system as England. In Wales, therefore, as
in England, at the present time, youth justice
is the responsibility of the Ministry of Justice
and the Youth Justice Board although, in
practical terms, juvenile justice services
throughout England and Wales are provided
(mainly) by Youth Offending Teams, located
within the management and organisational
structures of local authorities.

At face value, therefore, in terms of
governance, policy, strategy, management
and practice youth justice in Wales is/should
be the same as that in England. However, in
recent times, a distinctively Welsh juvenile

ECAN bulletin issue 26, April 2015

Kevin Haines and Stephen Case

justice has begun to emerge, a process
referred to as dragonisation. In this respect
the (ongoing) debate about the
formal/constitutional devolution of juvenile
justice to Wales is moot, to the extent that
the majority of services provided by YOTs
and other organisations are already under
the devolved authority of the Welsh
Government and require, at the very least,
the co-operation of Welsh services to exist.

Managing this devolved/non-
devolved set of arrangements is complex
and falls to the Welsh Youth Justice
Advisory Panel (WYJAP, a joint Welsh
Government and YJB high level strategic
body). In July 2014 WYJAP oversaw the
production of a revised All Wales Youth
Offending Strategy entitled Children and
Young People First: Welsh
Government/Youth Justice Board Joint
Strategy to Improve Services for Young
People from Wales at Risk of Becoming
Involved in, or in, the Youth Justice System.
This new strategy spells out the approach to
be taken to youth justice in Wales.

Firstly and significantly, a strong
indication of the trajectory of the strategy is
gi ven i nChildreeand Younh e :
Peopl e THeiewidsnt commitmentin
Wales to taking a children first approach is
clearly stated in the vision statement:
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We want a country in which we all work
to prevent children and young people
from entering the youth justice system.
But if young people do offend, we want to
ensure the system and associated
services do all they can to help and
support them to have the best chance of
not having further convictions. Children
and young people at risk of entering, or
who are in, the youth justice system must
be treated as children first and offenders
second in all interactions with services.
Wales will be a country where young
people are able to contribute more
positively to their communities, crime

Is reduced and there are fewer victims

of crime.

It is clear from this vision statement that
taking a children first, offenders second
approach is designed to enable children to
lead positive lives and that this will have a
positive effect on reducing offending by
young people and crime victimisation. It is
also clear that the strategy makes adults
responsible for achieving this vision. In this
latter respect the strategy is focused on
achieving eight specific outcomes:

1. Children and young people are
engaged in mainstream services through
access to, high quality prevention,
treatment and support.

2. All services work in holistic, multi-
agency partnership and are accountable
for meeting the needs of children and
young people.

3. Children and young people are not
unnecessarily brought into the youth
justice system and are diverted into
services which are accountable for and
able to meet their needs.

4. Offending behaviour is challenged and
responded to proportionately with an
opportunity for young people to

make amends.
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5. Children and young people are
recognised as being made vulnerable by
contact with the criminal justice system,
and are safeguarded from harm.

6. The values, attitudes, knowledge and
skills of practitioners enable young
people to stop offending and lead-crime
free lives.

7. Sentencing children and young people
to custody is a last resort, reserved for
crimes so serious no community
sentence is an appropriate response.

8. Children and young people make a
seamless transition between a youth
justice sentence and an independent,
crime free life.

Importantly, the strategy sets out eight
principles that are to be followed in pursuit
of the above objectives:

1 Young people are children first,
offenders second,;

1 Young people in the youth justice
system have the same access to their
rights and entitlements as any other
young person;

1 The voice of the young person is
actively sought and listened to;

1 Services focus on early intervention
and holistic multi-agency support;

1 Promotion of a culture where
identifying and promoting effective
practice is fundamental to improving
outcomes for young people;

1 Services are held to account for
addressing the needs of young
people;

1 The youth justice sector is supported
to develop the knowledge and skills
to understand and address the needs
of young people;

1 The voices of victims are heard, and
they are provided with the opportunity
to share their views and take part in
restorative approaches.
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To achieve the above outcomes in the
manner proscribed the strategy sets out and
details five priorities:

1. A well-designed partnership approach.

2. Early intervention, prevention and
diversion.

3. Reducing re-offending.
4. Effective use of custody.

5. Resettlement and reintegration at the
end of a sentence.

These priorities are linked to eight specific
objectives for the treatment of children in the
Youth Justice System (YJS): engaging
children in mainstream services; multi-
agency partnershipsf or meeti ng
needs; diversion out of the YJS and into
needs-based services, challenging offending
behaviour and responding proportionately;
recognising vulnerability and safeguarding
children; enhancing the values, attitudes,
knowledge and skills of practitioners to
enabl e c hesistadce and @ime free
lives; custody as a last resort; enabling
transitions from the YJS into an
independent, crime free life.

Each of these objectives is to be pursued
through eight key principles of practice:

1. Children first, offenders second;

2. Children in the YJS have the same
access to their rights and
entitlements as any other child;

3. The voice of the child is actively
sought and listened to;

4. Early intervention and holistic multi-
agency support;

5. Effective practice as fundamental to
improving outcomes for children;

6. Accountable services that address
childrends needs;

7. Supporting the YJS to develop the
knowledge and skills to understand
and address

ECAN bulletin issue 26, April 2015
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8. Victim consultation and meaningful
participation.

The bedrock and driving force of the

strategy is multi-agency partnership

wor king. Havi nglesgned | i nec
partnership approacho as
Children and Young People First goes on to

assert an expectation that services:

[W]ork together to provide coordinated,

multi- agency, wrap-around support

which is consistent across Wales so

young people do not f a
gapsod; or move back an
services where there are disputes with

regard to who is responsible for providing

the relevant support. é
\fvorkmg is fyndamental to ensuring

yolin SeBpte have access to services

when they need them.

These partnerships are not just those
between the agencies that comprise the
YJS, as important as these partnerships are.
They extend to include and direct children
toward those agencies that provide
Omainstreamd and
children. Furthermore, the partnership
approach applies to the delivery of services
from diversion and prevention (strategy
priority two), through to those children
embroiled in the YJS (priorities three and
four), to those children transitioning out of
the system (priority five) i at all stages

ot her t

and ages.
The strategy clearly states that
6prevention in all its f

stopping young people coming into the
justice systemb. This i ¢
through a tiered approach that moves from

early intervention and prevention services

(tier one) to targeted YOT prevention (tier

two) to alternatives to charging and

diversion (tier three). Whilst the strategy

uses the terms od6early ir
preventiond, the intent.i

childre n%/%wequgtglddeg first and entitlements/

rights-focused. Intervention in the lives of
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children in Wales is presented as a good The problems faced by those children now
thing and predicatedon | mpr ovi ng c éntedindtheeYdSasd the challenges this
access to their entitlements (under poses to YOTs and others are growing more
Extending Entitlement) in a proactive, complex and this is acknowledged in the
forward looking manner in which the strategyods focus on chil
outcomes for children are improved. The multiple, complex needs (for example,
strategy sees a proper and full role for YOTs emotional and mental health issues,
in both tier one and two prevention, in a substance use, victimisation) as the group at
manner consistent with the principle of highest risk of reoffending. In the face of this
partnership: challenge, the strategy offers support for the
. . principle of systems management as a tool
There will be young people who risk . to unb] ock sticted docletak n 6s ¢
falling into a o6ser Vi gfpor@ifiBstindiatide IbiSrherdnth €1
needs are too complex for easy vulnerability and disadvantage:
integration into universal services yet
who have not met the threshold for We will work to overcome any systemic
statutoryint er venti oné. It i s obstaclesnse seaiocecpmwsion is based
like these we believe targeted multi- around the needs of the young person
agency prevention is appropriate. YOTs rather than how services are organised
are the primary providers of services to and delivered.
identify and prevent children and young _ ) ) )
people from offending, however this work In terms of working with children in the YJS,
is often delivered in partnership with Children and Young People FIrSt. heralds .the
others from the voluntary and public new AssetPlus assessment and. intervention
sectors. framework for its privil
Oviews and experiences?®d
The strategy prioritises diversion from discretion, both of which are central features
prosecution and formal system contact for of the participatory and engagement-led
children in conflict with the Law and the practice promoted by a Children First
Youth Justice System. Diversion is framed approach to youth justice. However, the
within an overarching early intervention and implementation of AssetPlus (at the time of
prevention focus (which also incorporates writing) remains to be tested. The authors
the prevention of/diversion from future believe that AssetPlus has the potential to
(re)offending), with a commitment to lead to improvements in the delivery of
Oprevent young peopl e eyouthgusticensgrvidedit@ chiglrenurt Wales
j ust i c e Childgren tanel Maung People and England. This potential can be
Firsta s s e r t Police-ledaalterndtives to increased if AssetPlus is augmented in the
charging exist as a mechanism for diverting service of a coherent philosophy 1
children and young people away from the something that it currently lacks. Children
youth justice system and into mainstream and Young People First provides such a
s e r v i Notabdy,&the Bureau model is philosophical basis through its underpinning
highlighted as the key (police-led, alternative principles for practice: engagement with
to charging) vehicle to achievethes t r at e g \children, families and practitioners (for
diversion-prevention objectives (For more example enhancing participation and
information about the Bureau model see discretion), advocacy of a thorough-going
Justice for Young People, Howard League, entitlements-led (anti-risk) focus for all work
2013) . with children and cohering policy and

practice around the promotion of positive
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behaviours and outcomes, rather than the localities, the challenge remains, across

prevention of the negative. Wales and England, to cohere local
Children and Young People First variation around a consistent philosophy

represents a bold statement from the Welsh and approach. Children and Young People

Government and the Youth Justice Board of First is the first step in this process.

a distinctively Welsh approach to youth

justice. Gone are notions of punishment, risk About the authors o

factors and responsibilising children. In their Kevin Haines is Professor of Criminology

place is a positive view of children, a an_d \_(outh Ju_stlce, Dlre_ctqr of the Centre for

positive view of and role for the state (at Criminal Justice and Criminology at

national and local levels), a positive view of Swansea University and Stephen Case is

intervention focused on achieving positive Associate Professor in Criminology, Centre

outcomes for children, systems for Criminal J_ustlc_e and C_:rlmlnology at

management and responsibilising adults, all Swansea University. Their latest book

in the service of a children first, offenders Positive Youth Justice: Children First,

second philosophy. Offenders Secon_d is due to be published in
At present, however, Children and July 2015 by Policy Press.

Yoqng Pepplg First represents offlglal youth References

justice policy in Wales_. Much remains to be Howard League for Penal Reform (2013) Justice

done to thoroughly animate this policy for young people: Papers by the winners of the

across all Youth Offending Services in Research Medal 2013. London: Howard League

Wales, and many challenges remain. As in for Penal Reform. Available at:

England, youth justice practice across http://www.howardleague.org/publications-

Wales is characterised by a significant youngpeople/ [accessed: March 2015].

degree of Il ocal wvariation. The O0constijtutional

Welsh Government and Youth Justice Board

position of Youth Offending Services,
standing between mainstream local
management structures and national

(2014) Children and Young People First: Welsh
Government/Youth Justice Board Joint Strategy
to Improve Services for Young People from

agencies, particularly in the growing context Wales at Risk of Becoming Involved in, or in, the
of o6l ocalismd and exac eyolrbstdsysm. cdraf:eidho n s
wrought through austerity, create the Government. Available at:

conditions where ever greater local https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
variations in practice can flourish. Whilst a uploads/attachment data/file/374572/Youth Jus
degree of local discretion is required to tice Strategy English.PDF [accessed January
respond to the extant characteristics and 2015].

particular circumstances found in different
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Fighting for change: Narrative accounts on the appeal and desistance

potential of boxing

Deborah Jump, Lancaster University

Introduction

This article is based on recent ethnographic
research into the sport of boxing as part of
my PhD with the University of Manchester. It
explores how the sport can potentially act as
a hook for change, engaging and
incapacitating men when they might
otherwise be involved in crime. Evidence
from my research suggests that the
appealing nature of the sport is instrumental
in engaging young men. However, the
masculine discourses inherent in the gym
environment are not always conducive to
change and desistance promoting
strategies. | argue that policies surrounding
sportdos efficacy and
potential need to be rethought, and that
masculine discourses inherent in contact
sports need to be acknowledged, before the
potential that the sport has to support
desistance can be realised.

Boxing has been part of Western
culture for millennia but has always been a
contentious sport, one that attracts and
repels in equal measure. Like other sports, it
emerged from ancient Greece as a
formalised and socially acceptable form of
martial violence adapted to peacetime, and
expressed the dnale imperativedto take up
arms and fight to protect citizen and polity.
Boys were taught to box just as every able-
bodied man was trained to fight to protect
the city from foreign aggression and to
uphold the prevailing ethos. Boxing was
thus seen as being a civilising influence in
society by providing an outlet for male
violence, while at the same time helping to
promote the
strength, ingenuity and endurance. This
ethos has remained fundamental to boxing
throughout its long history. Today it still
forms
its institutionalisation not only in the armed
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Deborah Jump boxing

services but also within civil society and

d ewafesstorzainspod. pr omot i ng

Boxing has further formed the basis
of political debates surrounding its
transformative potential, with many
professionals and policy makers arguing
that it is a useful vehicle for engaging and
reforming those involved in offending
behaviour (the Guardian, 2008; Laureus
Report, 2011). This was evidenced very
recently when Cheshire and Greater
Manchester Community Rehabilitation
Company published its good news letter in
October 2014 titled: O0Enx
abodybl owé, accompanied b
of a person who had previously offended in
boxing gloves and a smile. The Manchester
Evening News (2014) subsequently followed
the same story with an article discussing
how 6éex convicts are hel
byaformer boxi ng pro playi
It seems therefore that boxing is
increasing its appeal for and also exposure

6 to both meneasddvomen, and is being

viewed by criminal justice professionals and
agencies as a tool to be used in the
reduction of crime and violent behaviour. In

part of the spor ttbisartielel pegiato unravebtieicomaléxi n g

relationship between desistance from crime
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and sport. | do this through presenting
mends narratives
make sense of violence as a result of
participating in the sport, and also how they
subsequently rehearse and practice
violence in their everyday lives both in and
outside of the gym walls.

and

The efficacy of bo x i ng:
| would either be in prison orde a d o
Historically, vague and unexamined claims
surrounding s portoés
iIssues of anti-social behaviour and crime
have underpinned public investment in sport
(Coalter, 2007). From nineteenth century
concerns with social order and the moral
condition of the new urban working classes
(Bailey, 1978) right through to the
establishment of the Wolfenden Committee
in 1957, government bodies have sought to
investigate the contribution that sports and
outdoor activities might make in promoting
the general welfare of society. The most
significant policy debate however, was the
inception of the 1975 White Paper on Sport
and Recreation, as this paper outlined sport
as Opart of the
ser vi ces,®007: CH. dHistpaper
stated that a reduction in boredom and
urban frustration through participation in
recreational activities contributed towards
the reduction of hooliganism and
delinquency among young people,
establishing the idea of recreation as
welfare (ibid.).

Policy developments such as this
occurred during a period of emerging
economic crisis, with the Labour
government bringing an end to the previous
period of welfare expansion in the UK.
Accordingly, economic decline and rising
unemployment became the norm and inner
city areas became rife with decay. As a
result, there was a general shift of monies
away from local government leisure services
to more urban sporting programmes that
concentrated on targeting particular social
groups in deprived areas (Henry, 2001).
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The Labour Government of 1997 set about

e X nedlicatng pnegiou$ideas anhdbmyght in a

number of not dissimilar policy initiatives.
However, the New Labour government, as
well as aiming to tackle delinquency,
brought sporting programmes under the
umbrella of Crime and Disorder Reduction
Partnerships, which sought to place sport
(arhamgeother social agencies) more
centrally on the broader social political
agenda (Coalter, 2007). Key indicators such
asi commanitydcohessos, pro-gpcial
development, health and fitness, housing,
employment and reduction in anti-social
behaviour were added to the list, with sport
in particular becoming a source of what
Putnam (2000) refers
As a result of this link to social
capital, sport policy and target-driven
agendas started to appear nationally, with
participation in sport becoming a
requirement for all young people under the
policy banner of Every Child Matters (DCSF:
Department of Children School Families
2010). However, accompanying this newer
more systematic emphasis on the social role

of $parththere avasa@ri inctedsed general i a |

concern regarding evidence of its
effectiveness. In the UK especially, New
Labour placed emphasis on what they
termed Oevidence
ovalue for
on O6wel fare
for further public expenditure (ibid). In other
words, sport had to prove itself. Could it
really be effective in accumulating social
capital? And more importantly, could it be
effective in reducing crime and disorder?
Although the health benefits of sport
are well
impact on education, crime, and community
cohesion is limited and largely anecdotal
(Collins and Kay, 2003; Laureus Report,
2011). Coalter (2007) argues that vague and
unexamined cl ai ms
address issues of anti-social behaviour and
crime have always underpinned public
investment in sport. In the main, however,
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sport has traditionally been seen to have Boxing saved my life man, if | just had to sit
moral components; with the ability to instil at home all day being on the dole and that,
values that are transposable to other areas t hen | 0 é&ndgsatin tnoabte. Boxing
of life (Coalter, 2007; Nichols, 2006; 2007). gives me something to do, something to
These values range from character building focus on, and | get by with what the social
attributes to the development of self- give me.

efficacy, locus of control, self-discipline and (Baz, 38, amateur boxer who has

fair play. Moreover, qualitative policy previously offended)

documents are often littered with ad _ ) i
hominem statements of h&idea gf fhe koxing gym peing a place of

me from a | ife,2007:62.r i meRPISEENGIEsple fs common among

The main focus of this paper however, is on those who have conducted ethnographies in

the relationship between sports participation them (see Sugden, 1996; Wacquant, 2004;

and crime reduction. Can participation Trimbur, 2009). In this particular study, the

actually reduce criminal activity, and if vast majority of the men reported that the

so how? gym was | iancthattiienaouldngt 6 ,
imagine their life without the gym and its

Methods structure:

The methods | used to address these R _

questions involved immersing myself in the Candét get a job coz of

social world of boxing for a period of six so | help out at the gym, Marcus lets me

months. This was during the Olympic games train for free if | mop once a week and sort

of 2012, and during that period | spoke to out the glove box and stuff, helps me save

over 20 men varying in age from 16 to 62 on subs and that, and | getto work out

years, regarding their experiences of violent every day, keep myself in shape, keep

crime, the appeal of boxing for them, and myself sane.

how they felt the sport could or could not (Baz, 38, amateur boxer who has

contribute towards desistance from crime. | previously offended)

was interested in their lived experiences as ) R , )

opposed to their rates of violence, and Withoutthegym!| 6d ei t her be ir

therefore approached the methodology from dead.

a Biographical Narrative Interpretative (Frank, 32, amateur boxer)

approach (Wengraf, 2001). Never been nothing, never did nothing,

Findings until | started boxing. | just used to hang
Having collected the me @8§uWdoagihestrgets with mybgys causing
analysed the data using thematic analytical trouble. _ .

techniques, the evidence demonstrated that (Ricky, 20, semi-professional boxer)
boxingcananddoes act as a Ohook for _ _
changed ( ZB02n indbednitds Based on this evidence, it would be fair to _
appealing across varying age ranges and state that the sport occupiesaperson6 s t i me
genders, and on average the number of and provides structured activities for those

people registered with the Amateur Boxing whose lives may be lacking routine. As |

Association England has tripled since 2009 discovered during the six months

(ABAE, 2013). It can provide a site to ethnography, boxing works principally by _
incapacitate men when they might otherwise absorbing the menb6s ti me
be involved in crime and anti-social positive restraint. During the course of the
behaviour and the men 6 s'eS§a{chofseryedhal mgn yould aitgnd

gym evidenced this: the boxing gym whenever possible, usually
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in the region of three times a week for
amateurs and five times a week for
professionals. In fact, men would spend at
least nine to ten hours a week in the gym
and when there would fanatically devote
their time to the sport. However, in their
personal lives outside of the gym, attitudes
and behaviours were less structured, as the
men in this study often reported that they did
exactly what they liked outside the regime
and routine activity of sport:

Il n the gym
you know what
what | | i ke, ainot

gonna tell me what to do - only my trainer
gets to do that.
(Jonny, 19, semi-professional boxer)

Boxing incapacitated these men on a
regular basis, and taken at face value, it
could be argued that their behaviour when in
the gym was respectful and legal.
Regardless, my interest lay in their overall
understanding of violence and its rehearsal
outside the gym walls, so it became
imperative to assess how they understood
their own behaviour both inside and outside
the boxing gym:

| try not to fight outside the gym, but if you
get some dickheads coming at you in a bar,
I 6 ot gonna act like a pussy am |?

(Ricky, 20, semi-professional boxer)

These examples from Jonny, Michael and
Ricky among many others formed part of the
overall ethos of the gym. Indeed, the
attitudes fostered in the gym led me to
believe that not only had the men not
changed their attitudes towards violence,
these attitudes were reinforced by boxing

| 6m dedi c at andthe §ym.drbe baximgaglym dsgsted ih o | d
| 6 do s ay i negchinganeri tisat viblencd is a practical
n o b sauyion to a problerh through ite/very 6 s

ideologies; these being ones that
represented and perpetuated images of
masculinity and respect attained through
violence; a win at all costs attitude. Indeed,
mendés sporting
these messages, and stories of athletes and
their relationship towards violence, in
particular violence against women, have
been hotly debated in the global media very
recently (See Oscar Pistorious, Ched Evans
and Ray Robinson).

In some cases, therefore boxing
elaborated the rehearsal of violence for the
outside world, as some men attested to

di scour s e

It takes a certain kind of person to wanna currently being involved in violent behaviour,

get hit for fun; vyou ranWawa ?mpoyAltlﬁ/hgfﬁ%eyrpe I
dondt think youdd get rﬂ%cﬂsjary’e?pC| eposh

areas taking it up. Boxing is for lads who masc |n|t?/ Orh' (laaso respectw re

can take a punch, none fsgrqﬁcaltﬁt}ﬁq aéen%eajls%c%uge ijthéswé Al
stuff. Growing up where | did you had to be act, men I d nptawansi4a

able to look after yourself, and that set me th'sl v;]/ould (rzlﬁr?ogstrattﬁ a_rfe?r(;%lent%arlgetln
up for boxing you know what | mean. violence, and reduce their credibie threat.

. ) This would lead to feelings of humiliation
(Jonny, 19, semi-professional boxer) and shame, and potential exclusion from the

Nah, you can6t ever b a dnRscuingdamain abteedeaxinggym.
thatods seen as weak. | fAccordingly B1&n indestedin viplene n
people are gonna ¥hi nk retalaton to aveignshame and ugiliation,
target. Dond6t matter wRrdtot@rengagedina hypergrasewineo r
on the streets you got demsinthasplaces pnseon rgtaliationasa o t

way to maintain respect. All too often, the
boxers could be heard talking about
altercations they had been involved in over
their life-course, like Eric the retired boxing
trainer who often remarked:

put up with anyone coming at you.
(Michael, 28, amateur boxer who has
previously offended)
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Done a lot of scrapping in my lifetime, both
i n and outside the
thatos all you need

It was these particular narratives and
vignettes that assisted in the surmising of
my theory. The discursive meanings that
were entrenched in the social world of
boxing saw the men finely attuned to
violence, and the trajectories of these men
had already demonstrated a significant

relationship towards it, as Jonny stated: 6 | t

takes a certain kind of person to want to get
hit for funo.

Indeed, the habitus and significant
appeal of the gym, with its emphasis on
competition, muscle, and violent potential
proved to be not only reflected in the bodies
of these men (Bourdieu, 1977) but also
ingrained in their consciousness as a
system to live by. Boxers are committed to
violence. Violence sustains their identity as
men who demand total respect and are
unable to compromise, as this would
remove the essence of their identity, their
self-concept. The gym is a reinforcing
mechanism that prescribes these very
discourses. Indeed, every semblance of a

reinforce attitudes favourable to violence

r i n @nd the maineenagce of regpect. Moreaverd
t o thisiarticle discusses and elaborates on

existing assumptions in sporting and
desistance literature, and argues that while
relevant, diversionary activities and sport-
based programmes that incapacitate are
only one element in the theory of change. In
conclusion, | have argued that boxing
actually traps men in an attendant culture of
respect that requires them to respond in
aggressive ways to maintain an image of
both masculinity and respect. This attendant
culture, that is transposable between gym
and street, can override the pro-social
incapacitating elements that the gym can
offer, and reinforces the logic and
discourses that evokes and traps men in
habits of responding to violence. Therefore,
in terms of future policy and practice, new
directions need to be sought.

About the author

Deborah Jump is a lecturer in criminology at
Liverpool Hope University and has recently
completed her PhD with the University of
Manchester. Prior to this Deborah was a

boxerds body is 06pack e dYoythoffepding tegmwarkepapchspatwesgts

confrontational options which are then

mani fested as violent

1995: 122), and the men define themselves
in terms of a cultural inheritance both in and
outside of the gym that gives primacy to
violence. As a result, the gym cultivates a
willingness to engage in violence
wholeheartedly, separating boxers from the
rest of the population which is generally
reluctant to engage in violent reproach.
Because of this, boxers command fear and
respect; and their physical armour that is
honed daily in the confines of the gym adds
to this image.

Conclusion
Throughout this brief article | have paid
particul ar

logic and discourses of the boxing gym can

ECAN bulletin issue 26, April 2015

attention
understanding of violence, and also how the

at @DeborahJump.

potential 6 (Hobbs
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ONordic exceptionalismd versus O0Angl ophc
desistance: Female routes out of crime and criminal justice in Sweden
and England

Linnéa Osterman is a PhD candidate at the University of Surrey, and was the 2014 recipient of
the Howard L e a g wersary to attend the British Society of Criminology Conference. This is an
edited version of the paper presented at the conference.

effective T cross-
cultural research
can provide
important
knowledge about
alternatives and
hence, offers a
valuable foundation
for reformative

Introduction: Women, crime and criminal
justice in cross-national contexts

This article presents a selection of findings
from my thesis; a cross-national qualitative
study looking at the female journey through
crime and criminal justice in Sweden and
England. Situated at the crossroads of
feminist criminology and cross-national
gualitative frameworks, my PhD research

aims to make a unique contribution to the debates.
internationalisation of criminological
knowledge about women, crime and criminal ) ) _
justice. Owing to concerted efforts by ‘Nordic exceptionalism’ versus
feminist scholars and activists working in the ‘Anglophone excess™? .
field, the last couple of decades have seen Recently, penal policy in the Nordic
the plight of women in criminal justice countries has received an increasing
contexts making a decisive entry onto the amount of attention. Sweden is a country
criminological arena. commonly presented in the literature as
However, reflecting traditional an example of ONordic e>
borders within the criminological field, this (Pratt, 2008); characterised by low rates
growth in knowledge is not evenly of imprisonment, humane prison
distributed across the globe. Specifically, conditions and a criminal justice process
research on gender and crime is largely accentuating normalisation. England, in
produced in the Anglo-American world, with line with the broader 'Anglophone’ group,
studies predominantly applying monocultural is conversely a country often depicted as
perspectives (Barbaret, 2014). What we an example of penal excess (Pratt and
know about women who offend is therefore Eriksson, 2013), with a justice system
very limited cross-nationally. Moreover, orientated more towards processes of
corresponding to criminology's characteristic differentiation. This categorisation is
focus on the extreme, this is especially true linked to the fact that much of the
for countries with lower crime rates and Anglophone world has of late witnessed
milder forms of sanctioning (Barker, 2013). increasingly punitive criminal justice
This is arguably significant, as cross-cultural discourses, with an unprecedented
research carries the potential to both system expansion. Worryingly, this growth
challenge and improve structures and has been especially marked for women
models. At a time when an increasing caught up in criminal justice processes
amount of political and academic attention is (Gelsthorpe, 2004). In contrast, Sweden
being dedicated towards improving penal has in recent years seen a decrease in
responses to women i ultimately aiming to imprisonment rates, with lowered demand
make sanctions less damaging and more for prison places leading to, for example,
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the closure of four prisons in 2013 (Nelken, 2010), and with the aim of
(Sveriges Radio, 2013). In view of such unpacking qualitative mechanisms of
diverse penalty trends, Pratt (2008: 135) change, the study focuses exclusively on
suggests that the Scandinavian model the lived experience of criminal justice.

should o6in the cont e mp oMoapver, tleeregearohfveryprneicha |
excessoO6 be given 06t he ogmphasisesihe impotantemf situating the s
a focal point of differenc e and o p p o s ifémale experience of justice in the totality of

However, penal systems cannot be lived experience, including in the context of
separated from their wider context, being gendered pathways into crime and particular
intrinsically linked to historical female experiences of criminal justice
developments and cultural values. To processes. This brief article will focus
borrow Melossi's (2001) familiar specifically on one particular part of this
conceptualisation of penality; crime and journey, namely womenos
punishment are understood to be crime and criminal justice (CJ).
embedded in broader socio-economic, By comparing routes out of crime and
political and societal processes and CJ for women in different national contexts,
norms. So for example, key explanations it becomes evident that different structural
of the Nordic exceptionalism thesis models, in criminal justice terms specifically
include particularly inclusive penal policies as well as in wider society more generally,
(Cavadino and Dignan, 2006), based on carry significant meaning for how the
strong welfare investments and high desistance process is experienced first-
levels of trust and solidarity. In turn, it is hand. Although it should be pointed out that
suggested that such processes derive there are no magic bullets, the findings from
from a historical culture of equality, this comparative analysis indicate that the
supported by a consensual orientated Swedish model may offer a setting which is
political culture as well as an more conducive to the formation of lasting
educationally-responsible press (Lappi- female desistance narratives. Two
Seppéla, 2012; Pratt and Eriksson, 2013). particularly influential processes are
Due to how penality is embedded in identified to underpin this finding: Firstly, a
broader societal structures, direct 'policy more robust and accessible infrastructure
transfers' in criminal justice are rather for change, manifest in well-resourced and
unlikely. That said, learning from other durable service provisions addressing
cultural models is a good starting point for individual need. Secondly; the opening of
bringing to light assumptions inherent in societal doors and the enabling of more
one's host culture (Barbaret, 2014) and positive relationships between the reforming
can, at a bare minimum, act as a powerful individual and wider society, including the
toolfor6 st ret chi ng our i ma guserofstate capital to bpemup apportunities
i s p o gNelkeh, 2@ 23). for inclusion and participation for people with

offending histories. The following section
The study: Framing and findings explores these two processes in further
Grounded in a feminist methodological detail, highlighting the core underpinning
framework, my research draws on 24 life- gualitative mechanisms identified in
story narrative interviews with women who the analysis.
have had repeated interactions with the
criminal justice system, across Sweden and 1) Infrastructures for change: Addressing
England. In a modest attempt to start to 'internal’ and 'external’ barriers to change
redress the overwhelming dominance of On the whole, barriers to change feature
guantitative work in comparative criminology more prominently in the English female
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narratives. The type of barriers present can
be categorised into two groups; 'external’
and 'internal’. For anyone remotely familiar
with the area of gender and crime, none of
these barriers will come as a real surprise.
Major external barriers include lack of stable
housing, lack of access to liveable incomes
(sufficient to support both themselves and in
many cases also children) and
‘entrenchment in the scene'. This theme of
‘entrenchment’ relates to an identified barrier
of immobility, i.e. being unable to re-locate
from an area associated with offending and,
very commonly, long-term drug use. An
illustration of this theme is for example
found in a woman's inability to re-locate
away from a neighbourhood where she has
survived on the streets via prostitution, and
an associated struggle to re-construct a
local identity that is deeply entrenched in not
only drug-use and offending, but also in
sexual exploitation and victimisation. In this
way, 'entrenchment’ and 'housing' act as
mutually reinforcing 'external’ barriers

to change.

This study also identifies major
internal barriers to change, including a
strong link between mental well-being and
the ability to make a successful route out of
crime. Notably, this is a universal link,
presenting much more symmetry across the
sample groups than the external category.
Indeed, the presence of mental health
issues among women who offend is well-
documented in criminological literature, with
Baird (2003) suggesting this amounts to an
‘epidemic’ for women in the English prison
estate. In turn, this is a forceful reminder of
the importance of situating the experience of
women in criminal justice in the totality of
l i ved experience, A
towards crime often being paved by
victimisation and trauma. | conceptualise
such traumatic and/or abusive factors and
experiences in the woman's biography that,
in one way or another, are linked to her
route towards offending as '‘pathway
luggage'. An important finding in this area is

t h
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that, comparatively, the women in the
English sample overall carry more ‘pathway
luggage' at the entry point of CJ. In turn, the
weight of such 'luggage’ inevitably makes it
more challenging to overcome barriers

to change.

Rather than presenting new
knowledge, these highlighted external and
internal barriers reinforce much of what we
already know about the nature of offending
among women. The next level of analysis,
however, is arguably of more significance.
By exploring how these barriers are
experienced in different national contexts,
different types of infrastructures that enable
and/or support positive change can be
identified. | conceptualise these as structural
'ladders'. It is at this point that the most
pronounced differences in experience begin
to emerge between the two sample groups.
Specifically, the Swedish narratives are rich
in stories of subjective experiences of
structural ladders being put in place for
overcoming both external and internal
barriers to change. In contrast, these are
very rare in the English data.

NYMER BN b at hway s

Looking at these ladders in more detail, a
chief example of a structural ladder for
overcoming internal barriers to change is
detected in the area of alcohol and
substance support service provision. Many
of the Swedish women have spent periods
of up to 18 months at a time at residential
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rehabs to address their drug and alcohol
problems. This stands in stark contrast to
the English experience, where drug support
for women typically involves short-term day
programmes, with minimal residential
options. Importantly, the data suggests that
the value of these provisions needs to be
understood in terms of cumulative impact
over time, providing essential building
blocks for change in the long-term. Through
durable alcohol and substance support
services, it is argued that the route out of
crime and CJ becomes more accessible, as
the woman gains, as expressed by one
participant; 'lessons in ordinary life'. In
addition, an important cumulative impact of
quality treatment over lengthier periods is
notable improvement in the woman's
physical and mental health.

A second example of a structural
ladder, relating more specifically to the area
of external barriers, is found in the area of
housing. An initial step on this ladder is
about the provision of stable and secure
housing. As argued by Carlen (2003: 34);
the suggestion that women should think
about their life-choices when they do not
even have a roof over their heads is
‘irresponsible nonsense'. However, going
one step further, interlinking housing with
the noted barrier of entrenchment, an
additional step on this ladder is about
providing options for geographical re-
location. In practice, this translates into a
choice in terms of where the woman wishes
to ‘work' on her route out of crime and CJ.
Thus, while the vast majority of participants
in the Swedish setting have re-located away
from regions where they have an active
offending identity, through a well-built
support context, the majority of the English
women have spent years in local temporary
accommodation, where they typically have
daily contact with familiar criminal/drug-
using networks. Importantly, the aspect of
choice identified in the Swedish data
emerges as a hugely valuable ladder in
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itself, allowing the woman to take ownership
of her desistance process.

2) Opening societal doors: Opportunities for
participation and inclusion
The second process is more closely related
to the end destination of the journey, which
is conceptualised here as participation and
inclusion in 'mainstream society'. The
findings suggest that the Swedish women
view inclusion and participation
opportunities as more accessible, feasible
and attractive in comparison to the English
women in this study. An important
consequence of this is that the Swedish
women experience a strong subjective
sense of support, which in turn makes a
significant contribution to a lived feeling of
inclusion, legitimacy and, importantly, a
willingness to participate. The analysis
suggests that this internally experienced
emotion of inclusion and legitimacy provides
a far stronger motivator for maintaining
change than any external force, such as
threats of further sanctions and exclusion.
In the journey towards a desisting
lifestyle, employment is found to play a key
role. Though employment is generally
identified as useful for building routines and
filling time, the data suggest that for long-
term lasting change additional factors are
significant. Thus, if a job is to be a valuable
desistance tool it needs to be a job that, at
the very least, allows the woman to stay
above the poverty line. Moreover, this
financial position needs to be situated in the
context of other challenging strenuous
circumstances, such as being in debt.
Indeed, the vast majority of the women in
this study, across the sample groups, have
experiences of huge debts. This is where
the quality of employment comes to the
forefront, marking a significant difference
across the two samples. For example,
several women in the English sample had
recently resumed shoplifting for food,
despite being in part-time employment, as
their casual jobs did not provide enough
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income to cover rent, bills and food. positive experiences of
Recognising that homelessness and/or coll aborative work progr
living in hostels is a huge 'puller back' to the subsidy schemes, and mar
lifestyle that they are trying to desist from, per manent empl oyment as
they had to make difficult decisions with a Looking at the qualitat:i
limited income. Contrasting this to the in addition to the finar
Swedish data, this 'survival narrative’, linked earng a decent | iving we
to a lack of living wage opportunities, is particularly emphasise t
completely absent. The narratives around been given a chance to
the theme of a 'good job' in the Swedish a working role, being tr
setting go beyond survival factors and also responsibility, having &
interlink to the chance to start to re-build a and becoming pasrotciocafl a r
new life and construct a non-offending settinngn, Itnhetsue narratiyv
identity. This includes, for example, being intertwined with subject
able to pay off debts and start to develop, inclusi owoahl, sal bng wi t
and engage in, new interests, which in turn sense of making a valuatl
contributes to reduced levels of society. These experienc
boredom and the formation of more to have significant posi
pro-social networks. desamade process, relatin
Having identified thleevenpordfanger ©dnal mot i\
empl oyment, when we exp'lotrreaitdlet '‘pardas cwdlalr as |
experiences of women (rmgamg etro ngf ftheti vely cor
| abour mar ket foll owingofifnerod rdregiendmgi ni dtehnet i t y.
criminal syessemeg it becomes evident _
that differently or gani S8Qudipgreflggiens: Grpssgnational
interlinked to wider stla®@$S&1§ yichrowes @e ofgrang 5 ¢ ¢
as either an enabl er oran@glinSwedenangEngland? _
successful routetout of Thigartclghasbyieflypresepted a selection
societal spaces of i ncl indingsirommythesisel@olingn i t i on_
of the fteandaméme of empSIPoCriefnitC aloglyy at womenods
successful routes out o8hdlinSygdenandgnglang. Ulimately,
Sweden has used creati vBYyagynenteycdes thatif the goal of
solutions to enabl e be tiginaljystecspglicyapd piglice is to help
between people exiting BYEWRRER !} desistfomerime, gis 5 p ¢
potential employers. SphleeessarytelgokheyondtheRqrdersef s o n .
via activeet apoluirc imas ka Aigingligsgce and also include a _
subsidy schemes. Thus, nsidesafiongfprgades sogiogsegonomic
between different st at uRrsgsses. ¥igacwpssinaliongl anglyical
including probation, s olens gVdengehaspeep esentedhtyy ¢ ne
job centre, offers tr ai$¥99ashthabwidgr stiygyrakmeghgnisms; n ¢ e
for people in Sweden wi %hbeputippcetnhelp gregtg rgyteg Qut
| eadi ng wmdcs tof prearik e x p 8fcrimgand gJfor women that are shorter,
and consequently, i n moRdae/ feasibleandmorg afractivg.AAstaring o
futlilme empl oyment via a PRphig Bisigvglyes Quitdipg robust and
scheme. This subsidy t odufblednirastyptyres gddressing diverse
then gradually phased ofgngeofiggnalandextepgl Larmgrs th
of four years. All of tageAddiionallythgse precgsses need
Swedish sampl el mwngl gv e tp iRlude the opening up of routes in
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towards participation and inclusion for
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women with offending histories; many of
whom have lived for extensive periods in
social exclusion. Looking at lessons from a
European neighbour, this article illustrated
an example of how active labour market
policies can effectively be utilised in this
context as a structural desistance tool to
open up vital access to employment.

For these types of structural
desistance tools to be considered in the
'‘Anglophone’ setting, however, a
fundamental shift in strategy is required.
Specifically, policy formation needs to give
emphasis to long-term thinking, underpinned
by inclusionary values that actively aim for
accessible citizenship processes and
positive participation. The current European
climate, including a
the neoliberal hegemony in the UK following
the 2008 financial crash (Reiner, 2012), as
well as a renewed wider European interest
in exploring more egalitarian social solutions
(Andersson, 2009), arguably provides an
ideal time to open up the debate on
alternative, less exclusionary, models of
criminal justice. Primarily this is a
humanitarian argument concerning societal
investments in individuals and the search for
a more equal society. Secondarily, this is
about mitigating against relapses back into
crime and CJ, thus producing long-term
savings for not only an incredibly costly but
also hugely damaging system.
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Re-imagining justice for young women in Scotland: An age and gender

informed approach

Gail Wilson, Up-2-Us

Introduction

In 2013 the Scottish Government attributed
anti-social and criminal behaviour to a small
number of young people, that is, 5 percent
of 8 to 17 year-olds. Research indicates
that this &6typebod
than not characterised by growing up in a
chaotic family, experiencing care
placements, and having poorer opportunities
than their counterparts from less
disadvantaged socio-economic areas (see
for example, Social Research Unit, 2013).
Their parent is often the corporate one, and
this means statutory and voluntary support
services have an important role in guiding
their transition from childhood to adulthood.
These young people most at risk of
offending are often exposed to equally
adverse environments growing up.

However, research has shown they also
have gender specific vulnerabilities. For
instance young women are more likely to be
at risk sexually (Roesch-March, 2014), to
experience intimate partner violence, and to
have mental health concerns which might
trigger offending behaviours (Bateman and
Hazel, 2014).

Gender is also thought to make a
fundamental difference to responses to
intervention and engagement in support
(Gelsthorpe and Worrall, 2009), for instance,
we are told that prison does not work for
women as it does for men (Commission on
Women Offenders, 2012). This paper seeks
to further this assertion and focus on the
population specific needs and approaches
relevant to young women, who are some of
the most vulnerable people in society, yet
substantially overlooked within research and
policy due to their few numbers. This paper
will discuss the impetus for welfare
approaches for young women facing the
Criminal Justice System.
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High risk young women

There is a group of young women in society
who are highly vulnerable and facing the
prospect of locked accommodation.
Typically, they experience challenges from
birth, including a history of care placements,
neglect, exploitation, exposure to violence
and trauma, and loss (McNeish and Scaott,
2014; Wilson and Edgar, 2014). This is often
due to generational cycles of low income,
poor family attainment, poor health status
including reduced access and/or willingness
to attend health care, and few available or
appropriate adults for healthy emotional
attachment or positive learning experiences
(McNeish and Scott, 2014). These young
women grow up with a lack of stability

and opportunity to flourish in the

developing years.

From a sociological perspective, this
group of
behavioural references are often people
who have been and are similarly
disadvantaged. As a result they often
develop normative responses to anti-social
behaviour and violence (Batchelor, 2005).
Research has found that experiencing multi-
problematic and disruptive family life is a
stronger predictor for offending for girls than
boys (Cauffman, 2008). This could be said
to be large scale Social Learning (Bandura,
1977), a theory which is relevant to every
type of oO6class6 and
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relevance of money and poverty, and their Culture
impact on subculture. Young women The Commission on Women Offenders
comment that they struggle to gain respect (2012) has heralded change in how
and opportunity in wider society because of Scotland approaches criminal justice for
where they come from, and their women. In addition literature tells us that
background (Young women cited in Wilson, using a gender informed approach to
2014b). There is often disparity between intervention reduces reoffending (Clinks,
their ability and their ambition. It is therefore 2014; Burman and Imlah, 2012). However,
key that positive community role models are we want to look further than that, and
championed, and services exist to engage acknowledge that gender informed practice
young women positively, to develop their also has positive effects on other presenting
talent, and to encourage them to access issues, such as wellbeing, education,
education, skills development, work, and employment, and relationships (Zahn in
positive hobbies. McNeish and Scott, 2014). The thread of
Relational Theory (Miller, 1976) tells thought in advocating for changes to the
us that a womanoés abi | idriminatjusticd sgstem, is that women
relationships affects her self-concept, and deserve equality, and to achieve that they
that her attachment style underlies this. need a system designed for their own
Research by McRobbie (2000) shows that needs, not the needs of men (House of
young women who have experienced Commons Justice Committee, 2013).
neglect, and have unsupportive families Women are a minority in the criminal
have less secure attachments than others. justice system, and young women an even
They may struggle to develop emotionally smaller population; and so are considered
appropriate and adequate relationships, and less pertinent to the reviewing of criminal
this lack of positive social inclusion can justice policies (Prison Reform Trust, 2014).
diminish their sense of societal However, it is important that responses to
accountability (McRobbie, 2000). Young woman are also age-informed, because
women (cited in Wilson, 2014b) count their stages of development in the transition to
relationships as being one of the foremost adulthood impact on engagement and
reasons for both desisting from, and motivation to desist (CI
influencing offending. Therefore relationship women grow older their gendered
based support has great value as an experiences changedé ( Mct
intervention, to provide healthy and positive 2014, p. 27). Yetresearch and policy
role models that encourage secure papers are rarely inclusive of the pivotal
attachment, appropriate and safe development of girls from childhood to
relationship boundaries, and taking personal adulthood. For example, the
responsibility. Consistency and mutual recommendations of Dame Elish Anglolini
respect are key in developing the (Commission on Women Offenders, 2012)
relationship between the professional and sought to rethink and redesign justice
the young woman. Encouraging young responses to women, but did not consider
women to remove themselves from difficult, the requirements of young women
negative and often violent or traumatising specifically. Furthermore, when the Scottish
relationships can take time, and they need Prison Service (SPS, 2014a, 2014b)
to have built up trust and genuine rapport in published demographic surveys of the 2013
other relationships before they consider prison population, thematic reports were
taking that step (Burman and Imlah, 2012). presented about o6female

oyoung offendersod but ne
reference to young women. Government
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policy takes a strategic view on women, and
young people generally, but there is also
credence for gender informed youth policy.

The recent Clinks Who Cares?
(Clark, 2014) paper called for champions of
women and girls in the criminal justice
system and within society generally. In
Scotland, there is a Champions Group for
Vulnerable Girls and Young Women which
is summoned through the Centre for Youth
and Criminal Justice. This group informs
the common strategies for supporting young
women through welfare and criminal justice
systems and is innovative is developing
partnerships and approaches to practice.
Such champion groups are relevant and
important in influencing cultural changes,
but often need wider coverage to engage
and influence circles of people outside of the
immediate interest group.

Current Youth Justice policy in Scotland
The Kilbrandon Report (1964) raised
concerns over criminalising young people,
and informed the
Chil drenés Hearing
this celebrated welfare approach is often
superseded by the punishment ethos of the
court, regularly encouraged by the media,
and resultantly many young women are
growing up in locked accommodation,
graduating to prison, and living
institutionalised lives. The welfare and
criminal justice systems are designed to
intervene in an effective manner, to reduce
reoffending, maintain public confidence, and
ensure fewer victims of crime (Scottish
Government, no date). Therefore there is
cause to re-visit our welfare and criminal
justice approaches and ensure we are
delivering on them for their intended benefit
for young women.

In the Strategy for Justice (Scottish
Government, 2012: 6), the then MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Justice Kenny
MacAskil |l noted Owe
foolish youngsters into hardened criminals
by jailing them
this, the government launched Building
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Safer Communities and Reducing
Reoffending policies to reduce crime by
young people and support improved
opportunities and outcomes at a local level.
The existing strategies that the corporate
parent and voluntary sector work to are
Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC),
Whole Systems Approach, and Preventing
Offending by Young People. These
acknowledge the effect multiple deprivation,
poverty, poor health and poor attainment
has on local communities and on the growth
and development of children (Scottish
Government, 2012)
that prevent
approach that reaches out from justice into
areas such as health, housing and
educationdé as an
(Scottish Government, 2012: 6).
Social workers and voluntary
agencies promote the importance that
prevention and early intervention has in
lowering the number of young women in the
criminal justice system, and acknowledges
tAdheed for intbFofed huiflgneys
@M nuni¢Afomtd Yupbrt youhdPwbrdeh
make healthy and happy transitions to
adulthood, and not to prison (Wilson,
2014a). Youth Justice literature recognise
that problems exist for girls at 16, 17 and 18
due to the curtailing of welfare based
responses in place of criminal justice ones
(Burman and Imlah, 2012). The switch in
system severity from
to Criminal Justice highlights a policy gap
concerning transitions of young women
between child and adult systems and the
lack of time given to young women to
develop and mature at a pace which is in
line with their history and experiences
growing up. A re-imagined approach to
lessening this transitional chasm will follow.
For those who do go through the
Criminal Justice System, one of the aims of
Reducing Reoffending is to ensure
dHEgliate Wil Service’ aré ddildble

throughout the journey. Through Care is

unnecesgadble toYour) pebfle, dhPifdadetto
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support planning for release and making
successful transitions from locked
accommodation. However, it is only
statutory for those who were Looked After
away from home at the age of 16. Therefore
the needs of young women in prison are met
by a mix of statutory and voluntary services.
In England and Wales the Offender
Rehabilitation
all offendersoé6 will
supervision in the community on their
release, and probation services will be
required to consider the specific needs of
female offenders (Ministry of Justice, 2014).
This safety net approach should ensure all
individuals have the level of support needed
to re-integrate into the community. However,
young women can be difficult to engage,
often due to their life stage, readiness to
change, and the chaos of their peers and
family around them. They respond most
openly and consistently with professionals
that they know and have built up trust with
(Burman and Imlah, 2012). There is
potential that the impact of this policy will
see young women being further
criminalised, if systems do not recognise the
context of their lives in the community, and
the likelihood that there will be times they do
not comply to probation appointments.

Re-imagining Youth Justice with a
gendered approach

Welfarism

The Scottish Government has put their
policy spotlight on welfare, early
inter vention, and
rights. We know that over half of women in
prison have been Looked After (Batchelor,
2005), which is why it is important that the
recent Children and
(Scotland) Bill 2014 gave those who are in
or moving on from care more rights.
Continuing Care will allow young people to
live, and return to care until they are 21.
However this is initially restricted to those
turning 16 in 2015, and will be rolled out on
a yearly basis. Importantly, young people
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are entitled to After Care up to 25 years old,
which allows them to ask for information and
guidance, and which can provide monetary
support. As it is, the new bill is very
ambitious in a time of austerity, therefore the
third sector will retain its role in continuing to
fill the gaps of corporate parenting. Yet,
there is also concern at the continuation of

B i rtudlly 2 0 1 pblicieseeatitiirgy ortly thase whi aré Looked

Afteratel @ yeaksold.miwere is lthe potential
that young people who moved on from Care
before 16 are missing out on support which
might make a big difference to their
trajectories.

The government aims to divert young

people to the Childrenod:

but unfortunately the policy is not always
utilised consistently. Children can be
prosecuted from the age of 12 and most are
dealt with in the Hearings System up to 16
years old. Young women tend to be
removed from Supervision Orders at 16
years old and many already involved in
offending tend to surface within the courts in
the same year (Wilson, 2014c). Involvement
in The Childrenos
predicts further engagement in offending,
which raises questions about the effects of
labelling and processing of formal
intervention (McAra and McVie, 2013).
However, that discussion is for another
paper. Regardless, court and its remit is
very
System, and the transition can be quite
shocking (McTaggart, 2014).

This paper proposes that the Hearing

ve tfor Lygung

ﬁgtnﬂl ygaregt 18 ye%gold
and that the Hearing system should utilise
intensive community services instead of

You Lf*? Igg SELUre ?@ﬁlcslf%rgogatlon for

shment.’| appened there would be
fewer young women institutionalised, and it
would potentially prevent criminalisation in
later life, by giving young women more time
to grow out of low level offending, achieve
goals so that offending no longer has any
value to them, stabilise relationships so that
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they want to live in the community, and sentences in HMP Cornton Vale were
promote readiness to engage with mental re-remanded or re-sentenced within the
health support. year, and six percent were back in prison

R ) more than twice in the year (Wilson, 2014c).
Young womenos offendi ngremandcan causethe same disruptions

Rates of youth offending have been on a and devastation as sentences, with jobs
downward trajectory in Scotland: between lost, families separated, and housing
2008 and 2013 they decreased by 45 per terminated. Girls can be remanded from a
cent (Lightowler, Orr and Vaswani, 2014). few days to a number of months, and only
However, young women are arrested for about 30 percent of women receive
exactly the same crimes as they were 40 custodial sentences (Commission on
years ago." The same societal, historical Women Offenders, 2012).
and lifestyle factors have remained common The New Economics Foundation
to young women who become entangled in_ (2012) demonstrated that the investment of
the criminal justice system since the 1970s. £1 in alternative non-prison based

Research tells us that young women sentencing for women generated a return of
who offend have common backgrounds and £14, while a six month prison sentence
are often victims and survivors of crime costs A16,186 based on F
themselves. Batchelor (2005) reported that 2011/12 annual estimate (cited in Howard
three quarters of young women she League Scotland, 2014). The figures show
interviewed in Cornton Vale said they had that community sentencing is more
been through the chil drihGalyvafedhar pisdn, iBalss rbdticBs
A survey by SPS (2014a), showed that three the pressure which prison can create and
in ten (30 percent) female prisoners had allows women to rehabilitate in the
been in care as a child, while Arens (2015) community, and to face their problems in the
noted that at least 60 percent of young most relevant place. The government have
women at risk of custody have been in care. recently scrapped plans to build HMP

Gi roffending is overwhelmingly low Inverclyde for around £75 million. It is hoped
level and non-violent (Burmanand that this will encourage discussions and
Batchelor, 2009). The most common crimes generate a motion towards intensive
committed are breaches of orders, breaches community supports for young women, with
of the peace, drunk and disorderly, the availability of small, local prisons for the
possession of drugs and assault. . 35 per cent of women in prison for violent
Academics note that motivation for offending offences (Scottish Government in
is likely a result of excitement seeking, self- Soroptimist International, 2013).
protection, or to achieve status, and is often
committed under the influence of alcohol, Views on the criminal justice system
drugs and poor mental wellbeing (McVie, Research has been carried out that
Fraser, Burman and Batchelor, 2010). Girls suggests girls are generally not deterred by
are normally charged with more than one prison: O6when youcare,e yo.Ll
offence on arrest, in relation to their chaos prison doesndt bother yc
and intoxication, and are on average cited in Wilson, 2014b). Prison can
sentenced to six months in prison (Wilson, sometimes even provide girls with a more
2014c). Individuals released from short stable 6dhomed | ife than
prison sentences have a much higher relatively safe and sociable if you have
number of reconvictions on average than friends, it allows girls to rehabilitate from
those given community sentences (Scottish drugs, and gives them an opportunity to
Government, 2014). In 2013, 30 percent of work and learn. Girls who grow up in secure
a sample of young women serving accommodation can also experience these
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benefits plus additional psychological and attitudes, behaviours and offending. It is
wellbeing therapies. These positive much more relevant to deliver this support in
outcomes however, are only tangible in a community based environment, because
these environments. Any benefits young women can learn to adapt and use
overwhelmingly disappear once girls and strategies from day one and not have to
young women are liberated. This is because start all over again when they come out
the communities and homes that girls go of prison.

back to do not change in the time that they o

do, meaning any kind of rehabilitative work Transitioning o

will have little long-term effect if it is not As part of Through Care policies the
continued into the community (Dyer, 2014). corporate parent and voluntary services

A young woman who used the Time for support young women to engage in the

community on release from secure

Change project * said; _ _
accommodation and prison, they help them

with young people in prison, a lot become to find and maintain accommodation,
institutionalised, t hesudpodthdmacsatddressitheihugeuof alcohbl e
structure and stabil it jyndsubstamges, ahd intérdact wikhnfrizwds
how to do simple things like get a post and family in a way that is healthy and
office card because in prison everything is helpful. Academic literature considers that
done for you maturity, the taking on of adult responsibility,
(Interview from Wilson, 2013). and re-construction of social norms are the
S . key influencing factors in desistance.
Remaining in the community to serve a Importantly, women often want to be seen
criminal justice punishment means a young as desisting, most likely as result of the
woman is in an environment where she can influence of gender norms (McNeill, 2002).
engage in her community through pro-social Finding work or education is often a
rehabilitative opportunities and can readjust very stabilising factor in desistance. With
her social norms in a permanent reference to employment in particular,
environment. Research has found that young women are often inhibited by their
young women felt that they had more to gain criminal records in terms of moving forward
from remaining in the community and noted and contributing to society. A young woman
they would comply to orders when they had who used the Time for Change project
something to lose, such as a relationship, commented that
college, a job, or the care of their children
(Wilson, 2014b). The girls with these views my criminal record makes it really difficult
tended to be older. However, the resounding to get a job, they discriminate against you,
impression of community payback schemes and so | have less opportunities. As | get
i s t hat gétyoeipto adrautne but it older how am | supposed to get a good
doesnét teach you anythijmPd?6l candt even get a
Young womenos opi ni orflsterview appears is Wilson, 2013).
and community alternatives appeared to
vary based on their stage of life. This lends I'n Scotland, an offence
some evidence to the school of thought between 6 months and 10 years and
which promotes the theory of adolescent reforms to disclosure policies are being
limited offending (Moffitt, 1993). However, considered as part of Reducing
due to their life experiences, these young Reoffending. Reforms in England and
women tend to need intensive, trauma Wales have reduced such lengthy _
informed support in order to get to grips with rehabilitation periods in Ilne_W|th supporting
the deep rooted triggers and causes of their people to move on from their past as quickly

ECAN bulletin issue 26, April 2015 28



l the Howard League for Penal Reform

as possible (Unlock, 2014). Supporting
young women to have equal access to
employment is vital to prevent a situation
where their only options are unskilled work
or benefits. It is also important that they feel
they have options to stop the
impoverishment of dreams and attainment.
No Offence! are a voluntary organisation
who have taken heed of the difficulties
oof fendersd have in
developed a scheme whereby employers
use a key symbol on their advert to subtly
advise that they do not discriminate against
people with a criminal record. Innovation like
this will help young women to overcome the
anxieties and social pressures of applying
for work. Alternatively, Lord Carlile has
advocated for absolution of the records of
young people who desist at the age of 18 in
order to give them a clean slate for
adulthood (BBC News, 2014).

Even more radically, this paper
proposes that young women aged up to 21
and committing low level offences should be
diverted from criminal justice in the first
instance. The criminal justice system is
rarely a deterrent to this group, who have
grown up surrounded by family members
and peers going through the courts and to
prison, and does not often target the
problems causing the offending in the first
place. When targeted support is provided
through the courts, the conditions of the
orders are such that further criminalisation is
highly likely.

Desistance is dependent on holistic
approaches to young women and in order to
help a young woman move on from chaos,
we need to provide the environment for her
to flourish. This is about bringing equality to
our welfare and criminal justice systems,
and not assuming that what works to
rehabilitate young men will work for
young women.

Concluding remarks

The Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison
Service (McConnell, 2014) re-imagines the
criminal justice system as a partnership of
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agencies and the community working
together to support individuals. He imagines
the liberation of individuals at the prison
gate as the passing place to re-stating
societal equality. This is something to aspire
to for those already in the system.
Supporting the integration of young women
into our communities involves us listening to
their stories, understanding the context to
their livgs andsHaring ia thedcorpoeate e
responsibility to care instead of judge.

This paper intended to advocate for a
continually overlooked population of
extremely high risk and vulnerable young
women in Scotland. It has proposed a re-
imagined age and gender informed version
of welfare approaches and youth justice
which will protect young women from
graduating into the prison system, and
perhaps even the criminal justice system
at all.

The paper recommends the following;

1 Are-imagined system which
statutorily strives to keep non-violent
young women out of prison using
intensive community support and
services.

9 The provisions under the Children
and Young Peoples Bill 2014 to be
realised and their powers extended to
include young people who left care
before the age of 16.

T The powers of the
Reporter to be extended to keep
young women protected by the
welfare system until they are 18.

1 More comprehensive Through Care
support to all young women leaving
prison, which ensures they have safe
and appropriate accommodation,
support with the job centre or
applying to further education, and a
positive community activity.

1 Practice guidance to be developed
which cites intensive, relationship
based, trauma informed, and age
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centred approaches to work with
young women.

Better and more challenging
opportunities for disadvantaged
young women.

Fairer spending, cuts and taxation by
government to encourage social
equality.

Ring-fenced budgets for age and
gender informed projects.
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Read and Grow and the University of Portsmouth unite to teach people who offend to
read in the community

Sarah Lewis, University of Portsmouth, Heather Oram, University of Portsmouth, and Frankie
Owens, Read and Grow

With 48 per cent of prisoners having the
literacy skills expected of an 11-year-old
(Natale, 2010); reading and its benefits are
lost on a great number of people who find
themselves in prison. It is suggested that
attending a reading project once a custodial
sentence has been completed will improve
the chances of prisoners and reduce
reoffending rates (Ministry of Justice, 2014).
This may not only provide former prisoners
with greater self confidence and
opportunities, potentially supporting their
journey away from crime, but also transform
their lives on a daily basis and in a

meaningful way.
In January 2015, the Institute of

Criminal Justice Studies joined forces with
Read and Grow, who support people who
offend in the local community of Portsmouth
to learn to read. This organisation was co-

founded by Frankie Owens (the award

winning author of Little Book of Prisons),
who has worked hard to deliver a service for

people who offend to meet with student

volunteers who can support them with their

literacy needs. Read and Grow aims to

teach thirty individuals to read in the first six
months of the project through innovative
methods that are both engaging and
empowering. They claim that through photo
phonics, a learner can grasp the key
aspects of reading within three months and
they are currently working hard to engage
more learners and secure additional funding
to sustain the project.

Frankie is famous on the University
and student Howard League lecture circuit
for delivering talks on prison and highlighting

how combating illiteracy is critical to

%ociallisolation 1 Aschool focusing on positive futures, rather than a
oot Conapton: negative past. He has recruited students
problems with exclusion across the country who want to take part
il and teach people who have offended and
community those at risk of offending to learn to read. As

— he says; i itruly changes| i ves! 0o

In order to break the cycle of
illiteracy, it is important to take a whole
systems approach as well as focusing on
PARENTS the individual learner and their needs. Hurry,
ILLITERATE Rogers, Simonot and Wilson (2014)
highlighted that young men who offend who
cannot read are nine times more likely to be
unemployed, suggesting that illiteracy may
be just one barrierinap e r s ofe &srry

—
GRAND-
ACannot read PARENTS

forms, labels, ILLITERATE
instructions,
prescriptions,
vote.

ACrime,
addiction,
prison,
homelessness

J L
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et al. (2014) go on to note that while prison
education programmes are in place, it is
estimated that less than a third of prisoners
will receive education during their custodial
sentence (Hurry et al., 2014). With limited
access to books, missed opportunities are
commonplace within a prison environment.
Further to this, prison education
programmes can help those prisoners who
have some basic literacy skills but many
prisoners are not offered the services or do
not participate in the activities (Bryan, Freer
and Furlong, 2007).

Whilst creating a positive
environment within prisons is vital, valuable
work can be carried out in the community to
address literacy needs with individuals who
have offended. Creating a positive climate
for learning and a comfortable space to
make mistakes is therefore paramount to
any learner, particularly if they have
negative associations with learning in the
past. Read and Grow provide a welcoming
and relaxed environment, which focuses
upon the individual and their own journey.
Situated within a local community centre,
the project is gaining momentum with
referrals from the National Probation Service
and Motiv8, a charity for young people at
risk of offending.

Sarah Lewis comments

It is not only the former prisoners who are
gaining something from this project.
Criminology students at the Institute have
found this to be a valuable learning
experience and have gained a great deal
from working with Frankie, the learners and
the other volunteers.

Additionally, reading holds great
significance for me within my work as a
lecturer, whether that involves cementing
my academic passions through the words of
others, or simply seeing things through a
different lens. | value reading and since
working with Frankie at Read and Grow, |
recognise that | take this for granted. At the
Institute of Criminal Justice Studies, we

ECAN bulletin issue 26, April 2015

regularly urge students to immerse
themselves in the literature to uncover new
ways of thinking and as a department we
enjoy watching our students grow as a result
of this process. We hope that we can
broaden this further through our partnership
with Read and Grow as it is projects like this
that need local support from Universities, to
instill a passion for learning locally in the
community and assist in the process of
reintegration.

For more information about the project
contact Frankie Owens:
Frank.Owens@live.com

About the authors

Dr Sarah Lewis is Senior Lecturer at the Institute
of Criminal Justice, University of Portsmouth.
Heather Oram is a Criminology and Psychology
student at the University of Portsmouth and a
student volunteer for Read and Grow.

Frankie Owens is the Co-founder of the not-for-
profit organisation, Read and Grow.
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Behind Closed Bars: Sex in Prison
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17 March 2015, The Kingds Fund, London
reviewed by Mia Harris
The 6Behind Closed Bar s:

conference was held on 17 March 2015, the
same day that the Commission on Sex in Prison
published its final research paper Sex in Prison:
Experience of Former Prisoners. The Howard
League for Penal Reform established the
independent Commission to investigate the
nature and scale of consensual and coercive
sex in prisons, as well as the sexual
development of young people in prison, with the
aim of offering recommendations to make
prisons safer.

This conference provided the opportunity
for members of the Commission to present their
findings, and for academics and advocates to
provide contextualisation by explaining what is
known about sex in prison in other jurisdictions,
and in different secure settings. Very little is
known about sex and sexual development in
prisons in England and Wales, and this
conference, alongside
publications, signals the start of a much-needed
debate on these topics. In particular, the Howard
League hopes the work undertaken by the
Commission will make it easier for academics to
gain access to secure institutions for research
on sex in prison in the future.

The morning panel focused on
consensual and coercive sex in prisons, with
presentations by Frances Crook, Professor
Pamela Taylor and Lovisa Stannow. Frances
Crook began by emphasising the need to have a
Aigrown up
She framed consensual sex in prisons as a
public health issue (sex in prisons can lead to
the transmission of infections and viruses) and
as an important part of rehabilitation agendas
(loving sexual relationships between prisoners
and their partners in the community can
strengthen family relationships). On this latter
point, she emphasized that British practices are
at odds with many other European jurisdictions,
such as France, where families can visit their
partners in more home-like environments within
the prison.

ECAN bulletin issue 26, April 2015

conversationo afrisoompesex i n

In conversation with Andrew Neilson, Phillippa
Kaufmann and Alisa Stevens

Pamela Taylor emphasized the potential risks as

well as benefits that might accompany
consensual sex in prisons, and argued that it is
important to utilise existing research findings on

t h esexGmseaure Bospitats nFthally, fovisa &tannow
ficrisiso of

focused on the
forms of detention. She began by screening a
short film where survivors of prison rape talked
about their personal experiences. This allowed
the audience to put a face and a name to some
of the 200,000 people who are sexually abused
behind bars in the United States each year. She
ended her presentation by emphasizing that the
US government was starting to address its
responsibility to keep prisoners safe, introducing
national standards in 2012 aimed at eliminating
prison.

The first panel of the afternoon focused
on the research conducted by the Commission.
Dr Alisa Stevens (academic consultant to the
Commission) and Andrew Neilson discussed the
Commi ssionds research
and the difficulties faced in gaining access. Alisa
Stevens explained that the National Offender
Management Service (NOMS) under Justice
Secretary Chris Grayling was very opposed to
allowing the Commission to conduct qualitative
research on sex in prisons, but was also
unwilling to adequately facilitate quantitative
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research. NOMS6s aversion t
in prisons was reiterated throughout the day,

and Frances Crook suggested that this aversion
was | argely due to mini
embarrassed about di
alleged personal opposition to this research has
received media attention, including claims that
he intended to suppress information on sexual
assaults in prison.

Refused access to serving prisoners, the
Commission conducted interviews with former
prisoners. Alisa Stevens summarised the main
findings on consensual and coercive sex in
prisons; who had sex, where, why, and how it
was responded to. This included a discussion of
the availability of condoms. Individual institutions
had different policies; some prisoners were
refused access to condoms, while in one prison
condoms were available but prisoners were
required to return used condoms before they
could access more.

The final panel of the day featured
presentations on the sexual development of
children in prison by Louise Bowers, Dr Laura
Janes and Lorraine Atkinson. Louise Bowers
argued that imprisonment hinders the healthy
sexual development of young people. She
explained that on release from a long custodial
sentence, young people face difficulties due to
their limited experience of romantic and sexual
relationships, and further that young people on
parole can be punished for engaging in sexual
behaviours that are common for their age.
Indeed, Laura Janes said that we must
recognize that children younger than 16 (the age
of consent in the UK) routinely engage in sexual
activities and this are not necessarily
problematic. Lorraine Atkinson concluded the
panel discussion by explaining how being in
custody negatively affects the sexual
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development of adolescent boys, emphasising
that a punitive culture and the commonplace use
of force to gain compliance renders these young
people more likely to sexually assault others.
The conference brought together a wide
range of academics and practitioners from
across the UK, and around the world, to discuss
sex in prisons, an issue that has been kept
Obehind closed barsé f
of the audience, the stimulating nature of the
panel discussions, and the animated
conversation among participants during the
breaks, | am confident that much more light will
be shed on these topics in the future. As a PhD
student investigating people in prison with non-
conforming sexual orientations and/or gender
identities | was pleased to meet other young
academics with similar research interests.
Criminology is beginning to acknowledge the
distinct criminal justice experiences of
LGBTQ people, making this conference
particularly timely.

Mia Harris is a PhD Candidate at the Centre for
Criminology, University of Oxford and a member
of ECAN.

Commission on Sex in Prison publications
Consensual sex among men in prison

Women in Prison: consensual and coercive sex
Coercive sex in prison

Healthy sexual development of children in
prison

Sex in prison: Experiences of former prisoners
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Justice and Penal Reform: Re-shaping the penal landscape

International 3-day conference, 161 18 March 2016, Keble College Oxford
Call for papers

This conference forms part of the What is Justice? Re-imagining penal policy symposium. Western
societies are grappling with how to manage social institutions, not least those impacting on the penal
system, in a time of austerity. The same jurisdictions are also experiencing the potentially conflicting
phenomenon of crime drops while supporting policies of penal expansion. This conference will enable
the consideration of the prospects and possibilities of creating social and penal institutions that can
contribute to the realisation of a safer and more cohesive society at this time.

Theconfer ence wi |l | al so form palanniversarytceebratithe.war d League

The Howard League is looking for papers from academics, policy makers, practitioners, PhD students
and researchers from within the criminological and legal disciplines, however we are also keen to include
contributions from fields of study including philosophy, geography, political science and economics. We
will consider theoretical, policy and practice-based contributions around a wide range of issues that
encompass the broad theme of What is justice? as well as papers on the themes of:

Local justice and participation

Social justice, human rights and penal policy
The role of the state

Penal reform strategies

Learning from history

1
1
1
1
1
1 Relationship between social policy and penal policy

Abstract guidelines

Proposals should be titled clearly and should not
name, contact details and job title or role

Please submit abstracts via email to: marie.franklin@howardleague.org

Closing date: 21 September 2015. Decisions will be made by end of October 2015

More information about What is Justice? and how to attend the conference can be found at
www.howardleaque.org/justice-and-penal-reform/

What happens after submitting?

If accepted, you will receive further details concerning the conference and any other information
required. The decision of the Howard League on the acceptance of a paper is final and the Howard
League is unable to enter into correspondence on the subject.

Best PhD Paper Prize

The conference seeks to promote the work of early career academics through awarding a prize for the
best PhD paper. Entrants will need to complete the application form and submit this by 21 September
2015. For application forms please contact Marie.Franklin@howardleague.org

The prize-winners will be decided by the conference committee and the winning papers will be
announced at the conference.

Conference fees

All conference participants, whether presenting a paper or not, are expected to pay conference fees. The
Howard League is a registered charity which receives no statutory funding. A limited number of
bursaries are anticipated. Information will be posted shortly.
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Upcoming events

Wh a t i's Justice: How did Thatcher 6s s oc
justice in England and Wales?

Tuesday 14 May 2015, 6.00pm i 7.30pm
UCL Laws, Bentham House, Endsleigh Gardens, London WC1H OEG

Speaker: Professor Stephen Farrall, University of Sheffield
Chair: Dr Elaine Genders, University College London

Using Margaret Thatcherés (and John Majords) ti me |
in which social and economic policies are associated with changes in crime rates and criminal justice

responses, and, in so doing, charts the ways in which such processes unfold over a number of years,
producing unanticipated consequences Odownstreamb.

To book please visit the UCL Laws website.

What i fé? Womenbés i mprisonment wa

Tuesday 23 June 2015, 6.30pm i 8.30pm

London School of Economics, Room NAB 2.04, New Academic Building, 54 Lincoln's Inn Fields,
London WC2A 3LJ

Part of the What If? pamphlet series challenging conventional thinking on penal issues. The
idea will be propounded by Professor Michele Burman, Professor of Criminology at the
University of Glasgow.

To book your place please visit our website.

Living among sex offenders: Identity, safety and relationships at
Whatton prison

Tuesday 27 October 2015, evening event at the Institute of Criminology, Cambridge

2013 Sunley Prize Winner Alice levins, Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge, will
discuss her research with Dr Victoria Lavis, University of Bradford, who works on diversity and
equality in prison.

More details to follow.
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Perrie Lectures 2015: Older Prisoners

Friday 12 June 2015, 9.30am 7 3.45pm
Prison Service College, Newbold Revel, Rugby, Warwickshire

As the number of older offenders in prison increases so does the debate around the service
provision on offer to meet the needs of this very distinctive group. This year the Perrie Lectures
ask speakers to consider why the increase in the numbers of older prisoners is happening and
is this likely to continue? Are the individual needs of each of these prisoners being met and do
establishments understand the physical, mental and social needs of this type of prisoner
population? If not, how should NOMS respond in order to address these issues?

Speakers:

Seena Fazel, Professor of Forensic Psychiatry at Oxford University

John lllingsworth, Governor of HMP Wymott, with Drs Mary Turner and Marian Peacock,
University of Lancashire

Stuart Ware, Restore Support Network

Nigel Newcomen, Prison and Probation Ombudsman

Student Essay Competition

Students are invited to submit an essay, no longer than 2000 words, addressing the following
guestion: fAWhat is distinctive about the exper
better address their needs?o0

The winning entry will receive a free place at
published in the Howard Leagueds Early Career

Entries should be made by Monday 11 May 2015.

More information: http://www.howardleague.org/post-graduate-opportunities/

The future of pre-charge police bail

Wednesday 17 June 2015, 9.30am i 4.00pm
20 Bedford Way, London, WC1H OAL

Organised by the Centre for Criminal Justice Studies in the School of Law, University of Leeds,

this seminar will bring together experts in pre-charge bail to discuss this controversial police

power which has significant i mplication® for s
legitimacy of the police. It will examine the current operation of pre-charge police bail, current

plans to amend the law and policy; consider the findings of an independent empirical research

study; and assess possible futures for pre-charge bail and its alternatives in terms of law, policy

and practice.

Attendance is free, but booking is essential. Book your place. Contact: lawrje @leeds.ac.uk.
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Recent research

Remembering the riots: Citizenship and ¢

riots of 2011
Update by Laura McDavitt, Howard League Research Intern

Chl oe Pe ac oRdménsberingetheo r t
rots:Ci ti zenship and O0so
the London riots of 2011 is the first of the

2014 John Sunley Prize winners to be
published. The John Sunley Prize is

awarded to outstanding Masters

dissertations that offer new insights into

the penal system and further the cause of

A

penal reform. reremerre e

In this paper, Chloe Peacock, who — it A
completed her Masters at the University of Chloe Peacock
Sussex, provides an ethnographic
exploration of the ways in which the 2011 ways in which they discussed the riot
London riots an@goétheeridaeanup.cl ean
remembered and talked about. Drawing on The research found that the
interviews with students in a South London prevailing ideas in the media and political
comprehensive school, Peacock explores rhetoric did, to some extent, flow through the
the ways in which dominant discourses are discussions and shape the boundaries of
variously embodied, resisted and the girlsd mor al iAma gi n e
challenged. The st udent thessametigechoweger, iendiscussions
reveal a degree of complexity that is lacking were more nuanced and complex than the
in much of the simplistic, polarised media dominant narratives:

and political coverage of the riots.
Focusing on the memories, views
and subjectivities of a group of young
people situated i geographically and
socially 1 close to the riots, the report aims

Il think it wasnodét | ust
it. | think it had, like, a purpose behind it.

Like, because they were frustrated at the

police and the government, young people

to contribute to the existing literature on the oK, I. shouldnot: lsyta y oy«
riots, and to address the relative lack of the r loters, t heye . I d
critical literature on the riot clean-up. In expl atn 1t, but, 11ke,
contrast to the polarised debate that has have a voice for people to actually spefak

been played out in the media and political up for them, | t h.' nk tl
spheres, this research reveals ambiguity, they _actually found they could get _the|r

nuance and an interweaving of competing potln t across. Li ke, we
moral claims. police and the governmi

The findings of the research explore damage to what we can get to, to actually

how the students negotiated dominant ma;lke that point.
discourses on the causes of the riots, how (Shona)

they morally evaluated the severe criminal Peacock states that the girls often drew on
justice response to the riots and finally the alternative narratives to construct nuanced
accounts of the riots and their meaning and
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in comparison to the simplistic, In sum, this report delivers an illuminating
individualising explanations that were seen ethnographic exploration of the complex
in the media, their discussions drew on manner in which the 2011 London riots and
broader social ideas of responsibility and the subsequeidt adel eankec
morality: discussed.
A lot of the youths were complaining that The full report is available to download on
they dondét have | obs. theHdward League websitemp | e,
Mi chael Goveods making it so hard for o
people to go to university. And inevitably The other 2014 John Sunley prize winning
i f youdre not getting dissertationswilbe published later this
resorttocrimei wel | , | woul d n year. More information about the 2015 prize
people will resort to adhowtoenter _ =
still frustrated that they donét have a

status in society, they will resort to crime.
Riots will be worse.
(Chanel)

Penal reform groups, new media and the mainstream news: Strategies for

managing the new media landscape
Update by Jack Ob&aguevRaeasedobwhrtntern

To explore why NGOs st

news media in product:.i

DrMari anne, CbGndaoct ed]}s

gualitative interviewsg

journalists, as wegd/| .

of ficers at a Tnhuembreerp og

recommends new strateg

i nfluence and engage el PIEDT =

di scussions. iu o’wardLeaguefmr Penal Reform
Throughout the past . .t.wo decades
y news media i s repoetsed anpd T ec
s undergone a f undame:tsad =552  Dr Marianne Colbran, LSE
ansformati on. W2 4 h e ntfroeduction of
ur news channels and the expansilé® @uthor be
e internet,thadcapaebstsytbor by stating th
Ws st or ieas etda o riammartl it €dIfjeyct i ve operation of
uld be presumed that SWThelmn ihcternardgmt upc
e appetite for news st®hfilede Wo&; danGuadegest s

a corresponding riseC@Tmlt i@oe PcUohyleisCaqybee Tore pnei @
overnmental Organi s atlsSolnilso€eeyaowsn and, Hough,
special interest orJaanikl@ionent aytony @¢fc
s hasthet.Clhmermporariyystice in the media arc¢
ia coverage has |ittNGOscadpheoaapt ijmgnadebraeror
di scuss complex poldewWwkegssu2®07) argues the

53O OS5 OO0 SO0 M®-SOo —™ 9 o

o_o_—'o_a
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presentatiomwesofangri spunkelrisd Knowl edge, @ahdougt
i son condithmhemptardfifadrpr oposes si x strategies
cture, and at worst aermgadd me ti swiopr o &tdhdee nbehdei
pi cCGovoenr.age of salienfpriessuaest $sucolrw gdtver itehem
overcrowding, | ack ogrisvialfédged) iamfdor mati on,
creased violencenin pbeyomd tilse spanmasle aff air s
ntrast, storiewveaschoisagl e@atiiove nwairtrratpress r el
Oprisons as holiday eximptsibhnggrassumpti ons i n
l iticians appearing O0donutgdacton auti smiede otcltairnat
o frequently finally infl uencenotth e nmt
When i nvestigating wday welnlalagpoilnfcyr mati onal
ceives little recognitioAddint itdrealplrye,sst,he aut
mber of journalists stulggepdteant ihalt fNGIOSNGOs t
d unrealisticriexelcaakeébaditi Gnal ' of demst ofr &
ewswort hisnteusdsioe,s coarse t heir profile.tHavsngcec
rsonalisation. dCnee jofurtnlad iBdwasrndtlealagueds E
ws media is a businessgmmaitgrm,n Col bran recomr
f or mat i.obm saedrdviitcieon t o otchiiad, metdi a websites 1t
s proposed that NGOs inrtedr a ot idon mwirteh t he pul
the groundwork, decitdhatg hlhegsanmgdy bd drmgl o)
ory to create a compl@&ureponpwlsarmarc&krargaet i vesod ¢
rrjournalists. need for Onewsworthines:
When discussing theimogetvleea amget emt i al f or t e
e media and in responsxpltomr ¢ hepg oiufrinalii ssséds
mments, representati vawardn &GOS
pressed conceeag nsf owaese t h@olubran concludes by
udies to increase perNGOulamsdats peaci al I nt er es
rtacthwt i mportant 1| ssdiewselcoopulsdt rbaet egi es t o be
nored due to an obsesmedinawihdhwever, for this
ewsworthiness', storiiempabuVved beeypymeol d real
stortéadr andmeud at ibwe and understand how the r
foreseen consequences_for the subjects
stories. Additional ThRe weaaeablegBlie nigo ¢ o Wl
ggestionnelkedt t NGO® moFEeferqnces
ounQWOr!<, a number Swk%® . (2007) OPri son s
gani sations thought jﬁébﬁgoftpdblfcéplmonandpenalpollcylna
sadvantaged them due Hhddilad @l 9bci et yoHaidbooky . J e
sour ces. on Prisons. Cullompton: Willan, pp. 4471 466.
Col brand Bemrneebs an i mpasse
t ween the news medlao'@de”ﬁaé'reDda”dtHQUth'\{h(k?qoa)sﬁStfateg
broadcast stories thaocr vx?lhangh‘b% ybly g gttitt
nerdilermae and NGOs ﬁ ? a|§| Ough(edIS)Chang'ng
terest groupséo deS|rett Sty n's "éOP'r('i'glgi”Im?ty 0"

bate about penal [

Justlce |I an psp
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Book reviews

Women, crime and criminal justice: A global enquiry

by Rosemary Barberet (Routledge, 2014)

reviewed by Jessica Southgate, Head of Policy, 4Children

In this award-
winning, fully
internationalised
book, Rosemary
i ' Barberet expertly
synthesises her
professional
experience in
international
comparative
criminology and
feminist research
)] on women and

" crime to focus on
women when they offend, as victims and as
justice professionals. The book draws upon
Barberetds extensive
experience as well as research and
reference points from an international
community of academics, policymakers
and activists.

Women, Crime and Criminal Justice
is split into three sections: global forces;
violence against women; and justice for
women. Reviewing a wide variety of sources
for each chapter, Barberet provides concise
summaries of complex and at times
contentious literature, covering subjects
including the forces of development and
globalisation; instruments of international
| aw, human rights
perspectives on all forms of violence against
women in peacetime, conflict and post-
conflict; sex-work, prostitution and
trafficking; womenos
incarcerati on; and
justice professionals.

As a feminist Barberet is explicit in
her intellectual grounding and theoretical
context, and she locates herself clearly in
the work. For each area she breaks down

women,crime
and criminal justice
a global enquiry

rosemary barberet

Crime and Justice
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and

the victim-offender binary which feminist
criminologists have long argued to be
unhelpful. By taking account of a social
harm perspective she considers not just that
which is |l egally def
that which causes harm to society and
manifests in differently gendered ways,
often disproportionately affecting women.
Despite the scale of her vision, the book
never overwhelms; the sections are broken
down into clear readable chapters and each
could stand alone as an overview of the
respective subject area. Barberet moves the
debate firmly from the abstract theoretical to
the actual, and the book benefits from
extensive references, figures, tables and
apperdges iofdilmsand biographies used to
illustrate her argument.

By privileging global over domestic
perspectives,Bar ber et fr ames
experiences on a broader scale and
encourages what she describes as a
6stretchingd of the
(p.97). By widening
beyond the Anglo-American global North,
and by taking account of international (and
domestic) gender regimes, global trends in
criminal justice policy and macroeconomic
forces; Barberet achieves her aim of making
the reader think differently about women,

waimeeandjustica c t 1 vi s m;

The bookds consi
focus offers globally diverse feminist
perspectives with the aim of opening up

o f diseusstbmn andjallcavimgireflection. By
f i nal topsidevingmvemed is this apmtextshe a s

variety of ways in which both local and
global forces can impact on their
vulnerability, crime and criminalisation can
be seen. The cross-disciplinary links
Barberet makes throughout the text reflect
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an example she gives in the context of
transnational activism as a spiral of
consciousness raising, the final step of
which she describes
transnationalised groups realize that their
issues are more complex than can be
represented by a simple summation and
start to examine what global trends are at
the root of t h@&kse
Barberetods wor Kk
gaps in thinking amongst those working in
the area of women, crime and justice,
highlighting that which has been largely
absent from discussions about women and
crime, for example, the active community of
womenods rights civil
complicating the roles women play in crime
such as drug trafficking, human smuggling,
genocide and suicide terrorism. The book
identifies areas of neglected or overlooked
research and makes a number of
recommendations about the ways in which
feminist criminologists, as well as
academics from other disciplines, should
advance and direct their study in future;
encouraging the acquisition and

as

dissemination of international skills and
voice, and the creative contribution work of
this kind can make to international

oM ymaking.

Ambitious, topical, highly engaging and
impressively comprehensive, this book will
be of interest to those studying or working in

I s s u ethelfields pf not ¢ criminology but also
a d d r viokeisce ayainstwontem, yeadertstudies,

international development, political science,
public policy, health, economics and peace
and security studies. As Barberet reminds
us, looking globally is an ambitious
approach but one with exciting potential

s oimplicatioys, ag succesy & this lavel dould

have a positive effect

lives across the world.

Jessica Southgate is Head of Policy at
4Children and Advisor to Women's
Breakout, the national representative body
for a national network of women's centred
community alternatives to custody.

John Sunley Prize 2015 open for submissions!

The Howard League for Penal Reform is seeking to reward and encourage Masters students
who generate outstanding research dissertations that are both topical and original; and can also
offer genuine new insights into the penal system and further the cause of penal reform.

Each year thousands of exceptional Masters dissertations are researched and written but few
are even lodged in university libraries or shared with the wider penal affairs community. Many
will be of publishable standard and would contribute to the pool of knowledge about penal
issues. The John Sunley Prize has been established to ensure that the best of these

dissertations now get the recognition they deserve.

There will be three recipients of prize, each of whom will receive £1,000, and the winning
dissertations will be published by the Howard League.

The deadline for entries is 5 May 2015. Find out how to apply on our website.
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RAG member profile

Professor Valsamis Mitsilegas

Valsamis Mitsilegas is Head of the
Department of Law, Professor of European
Criminal Law and Director of the Criminal
Justice Centre at Queen Mary University of
London. From 2001 to 2005 he was legal
adviser to the House of Lords European
Union Committee.

His interests and expertise lie in the
areas of EU law (with particular focus on the
evolution of the Union into an Area of
Freedom, Security and Justice), global
security governance and human rights. He
has published widely in the fields of
European criminal law, immigration and
asylum and security and counter-terrorism
law. He is also an expert in the field of legal
responses to transnational organised crime,
corruption and money laundering. His work
explores the impact of globalisation and
Europeanisation on the relationship between
the individual and the state.

Professor Mitsilegas was General
Rapporteur to the 2012 Congress of the
International Federation for European Law
(FIDE), held in Tallinn (stream on the Area
of Freedom, Security and Justice). He is
currently the Queen Mary Principal
Investigator on a multinational
interdisciplinary research project on EU
Action to Fight Environmental Crime
(EFFACE) funded by the European
Commission under the 7th Framework
Programme for Research. This 40-month
project (2012-2016) aims to assess the
impact of environmental crime and develop
effective and feasible policy options for
combating it at EU level.

Professor Mitsilegas provides regular
advice to the UK Government and the
Judiciary of England and Wales. He is
actively engaged with the legal profession
as regards the impact of European Union
law on the domestic legal system. He is the
first contributor of a specific chapter on the

ECAN bulletin issue 26, April 2015

relationship between EU
law and domestic criminal
lawinBl ackst oneds
Criminal Practice. He is
member of a team drafting
case commentaries for the
Criminal Law Review. He
Is also Consultant Editor to
EU Law in Criminal
Practice (OUP, 2013).

! Professor Mitsilegas
is also active with NGOs, think tanks and
academic networks aiming to shape
European and domestic law and policy on
immigration and crime. He is an active
member of the European Union Sub-
Committee of the Immigration Law
Practitionersbo
member of a Working Party convened by
the Federal Trust which in 2007 produced a
Report on EU Justice and Home Affairs and
a member of the International Advisory
Group to the Refugee Council which, in
December 2008 produced a Report entitled
Remote Controls: how UK border controls
are endangering the lives of refugees which
informed the Ctefreldi | 0s

| am delighted to be joining the Howard
League Research Advisory Group and look
forward to making an active contribution to
the League's activities in this capacity. My
involvement with the Howard League
reflects my long-standing commitment to
participating in the public dialogue and
policy debate around issues of criminal
justice at the local, national and European
level. | believe firmly that the involvement
of academics in shaping policy via their
involvement in leading organisations such
as the Howard League brings substantial
benefits to academic research, the
strengthening of civil society and the
development of evidence-based policy.
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ECAN member profile
Dr Sam King

demonstrate their
motivation to desist
and, therefore,
receive an alternative
sentence that may be
more appropriate to
their desistance
journey.

| think it is fair
to say that, over the
past decade or so,

| am a Lecturer in Criminology at the
University of Leicester. My main research
interest is desistance from crime, an area |
became interested in when | read Stephen
Farral | 6 sRethidking WhHato o k
Works with Offenders. | was gripped by
the probati oner sg@andyv i
desistance, particularly around the
obstacles that they faced in attempting to
desist, and | felt that this was something |
wanted to explore more for myself. | was

awarded my PhD from the University of the subject of
Birmingham in 2011, and my doctoral desistance has attracted an increasing
research examined the impact of probation number of early career academics, all
supervision on the early narratives of working around the similar themes, albeit in
desistance among a group of men who were a variety of different ways, of how
being supervised by probation at that time. individuals desist and what could be done to
One of the findings from this research was help them. | enjoy meeting other people
that some of the men could identify working in this area and hearing about the
obstacles that needed to be overcome but various ways that they are approaching the
that, trapped by situations where there were subject, and the Early Career Academic
few opportunities and resources, they Network provides a valuable opportunity for
resorted to familiar patterns of behaviour in that kind of O&édknowl edge
their attempts to achieve this. place. There are many challenges currently
Since then |1 06ve be e nbeingrfaced) botleidtermsof academic
some small research projects with research and also for the people actually
colleagues looking at other areas of 6doing the desistingbé6,
desistance, how different groups encounter opportunities too. Having the opportunity to
it and how it might be facilitated by certain share ideas and learn from each other i
situations, contexts or significant others. especially those approaching desistance
Most recently, | O0ve be gfiomothepdssplinary aread i ishan exciting
sentencing guidelines and various statutory one, and one which should ensure that the
provisions might serve to promote or inhibit our understanding of the subject continues
desistance. For example, how deferring a to grow.

sentence might allow for an individual to

ECAN bulletin issue 26, April 2015 46



| the Howard League for Penal Reform

ECAN bulletin

Guidelines for submissions

Style

Text should be readable and interesting. It
should, as far as possible, be jargon-free,
with minimal use of references. Of course,
non-racist and non-sexist language is
expected. References should be put at the
end of the article. We reserve the right to
edit where necessary.

[llustrations
We always welcome photographs, graphic
or illustrations to accompany your article.

Authorship

Please append your name to the end of the
article, together with your job description
and any other relevant information (e.g.
other voluntary roles, or publications etc.).

ECAN bulletin issue 26, April 2015

Publication

Even where articles have been
commissioned by the Howard League for
Penal Reform, we cannot guarantee
publication. An article may be held over until
the next issue.

Format
Please send your submission by email to
anita.dockley@howardleague.org

Please note

Views expressed are those of the author
and do not reflect Howard League for Penal
Reform policy unless explicitly stated.
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