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Brief Description of Task:  Staff escorting residents whom are COVID -19 suspected or 
confirmed to outside hospital for treatment.  
 
Particular Hazards: Exposure to COVID -19, potential behavioural issue from resident, 
safety to members of the public and NHS staff. 
  
Special Safety Precautions:  Staff undertaking escorts must not be from the current 
GOV.UK shielded at risk group of persons (ie: pregnant workers, those with serious 
underlying medical conditions as described and updated within the national GOV.UK 
briefings) 
Special Equipment, Procedures or PPE needed: PPE will be provided to the escorting 
staff to facilitate the immediate expected duration of the escort, as a minimum, the PPE 
must sustain 8 hours and the pack must consist of sufficient stock to replace PPE every 
two hours. Each member of staff will wear: 
 
PPE (Each Member of Staff) 
1. FFP 3 Face Mask 
2. Nitrile Glove – Extra Long lower arm covering 
3. Eye protection – Face Shield/Goggles/Eye protective glasses or visor 
4. Clinical Gown or Clinical Apron 
 
PPE (Resident) 
1. Surgical Mask – FRSM II2 
 
PPE sustaining Pack (minimum 8 hours for 2 Staff) 
1. FFP 3 Face Mask – x8 
2. Nitrile Glove – Extra Long lower arm covering x8 
3. Eye protection – Face Shield/Goggles/Eye protective glasses or visor x 8 
4. Clinical Gown or Clinical Apron x8 
5. Surgical Mask – FRSM II2 x 4 
6. Individual hand sanitizer ( 60 % Alcohol) x1 bottle 
 
The Orderly Officer at each Prison will arrange the contact and re-stocking of PPE as and 
when required for the escort. 
 
To preserve a minimum of 2 metres distance from the suspected or confirmed resident, a 
closeting escort chain will be used throughout unless a local risk prison escort assessment 
specifies other. If not using an ambulance, a passenger van must be booked and the 
escort to the hospital will ensure seating is arranged to preserve a minimum of 2 metres 
distance during the transfer. The transport being used must be advised that no further use 
of the vehicle should take place for 72 hours and that internal disinfection is required prior 
to any further use. 
 
Prison Group PPE Hubs will provide each prison with the necessary escort PPE on receipt 
of central stock being provided OR NHS will provide the required PPE for prison staff 
during the duration of the escort 
 
Staff must change PPE each two hours. Please use NHS clinical bins for the used stock 
after seeking permission from the NHS staff. 
 
Staff should wash their hands during each change of Nitrile gloves 
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Staff are advised to wash their hands when immediately entering their homes after the 
shift. Staff are advised to change their work clothes at the earliest opportunity. 
 
 
FFP 3 Fit Testing arrangements: The use of the FFP 3 Mask requires specific training and 
testing to ensure the user is able to wear the mask appropriately to prevent exposure.  
 
Option 1 
Each Prison will fit test operational staff via roll out training from HSF/Other staff 
 
Option 2 
Each Prison will be provided with fit testing lit and will train orderly officers in the fit testing 
procedure, prior to dispatching the escort the orderly officer will fit test each member of 
staff and ensure each handover member of staff is fit tested prior to commencing the 
escort handover. HSF staff may support the usual day escorts with orderly officers for out 
of hours. 
 
Option 3 
A combination of above with use of local healthcare staff involvement within the fit testing 
process 
 
Option 4 
Fit testing is not carried out. Specific guidance to users is given and a check is made by 
each user prior to leaving on escort. This is further assured via a management check of 
the orderly officer prior to the escort departing 
 
Option 5 
FFP 3 is not used and the escort staff only use FRSM II2 surgical masks 
 
Option 6 
Global e-learning roll out training is provided to all operational staff on the wearing of FFP 
3 masks. Option 4 is carried out prior to escort leaving. 
 
Emergency Procedures, and/or Contact Point: The Orderly Officer will arrange the 
necessary contact and emergency procedures in line with the existing LSS arrangements 
for Escorts and Bed watches.  
 

Detailed Steps to Follow 
 

1. The Escort will be arranged in line with LLS escorting arrangements, including the 
necessary escort equipment, briefing and discharge procedure. 
2. PPE will be donned as per guidance contained in the Annex 
3. The Staff wearing PPE will collect the resident for discharge from his room or other 
location. 
4. The Orderly Officer discharging the escort will ensure that he/she remains at least 2 
metres away from the resident during all periods of the discharge. As normal a discharge 
procedure will be adopted appropriate to the circumstances. A closeting chain should be 
used to preserve 2 metres distance from the staff and the resident. 
5. In the event a discharge takes place in a reception setting, disinfection must take place 
in line with the COVID 19 HMPPS guidelines (as a contaminated area – use if Titan Chlor 
Tablets) 
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Annex:  Hand washing and PPE Donning and Removal Guidance 
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